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MAY 2010 NEWSLETTER

SCVCC NEW MEMBER - STEVE LOPEZ& AWARD WINNING Z06 6 CONGRATULATI ONS!!!
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SCVCC Upcoming Calendar of Events

(Club events are in BLUE. Events in RED are for your info, but not necessarily SCVCC attending)
NOTE: If you hold CTRL+click at underlines you will go to the web links or email to the contact!!!

Jun 6 Ventura via Frazier Park Rdime focus wik lon driving glorious\@tteshis trip!'We 6 |

Sun go up to Frazier Park, take the twis
swing by the beach in Ventura, and bring it home via the 126. Sabettts datehe
event approachdgsontackredatfredlseeley@sbcglobal.net

June B Road Kings Car Shawiohnny Carson Park / Burbank
Sun htp://www.burbankroadkings.com/car_shows.htm

June 180 Corvettes at Lake Tahoe Car Saabtip://www.laketahoecorvetteclub.org
FriSun

June 2827 Big Bear Bash Car Showig Bear LakdPossiblasthchat Joe an glacAn g i
FriSun http://www.corvetteswest.com/BigBearBash.htm

June 27  Mystery Breakfast R@nShort, local, and fun!More informatiooming soon!!!
Sun

July 4 July 4" Paraded Newhall Lunchd More information coming soon!!!
Sun

July 17 Duke6s dCoastManlanddunéiviore information coming soon!!!
Sat

Aug 1 Getty Museum / Lunéfvore information coming soon!!!

Sun

Aug 7 Breakfast run to Santa Padlgportd More information coming soon!!!
Sat

Aug 22 Corvettes through the Canyonsto Maibu al i an Lunch at Spu
Sun
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May 2010Pr esi dent 6 s Me

June 28, 1953¢é. A monumental day in Corve

Ti me 0 sheansweris: T

On that day in 1953, workers at a Chevrolet plant in Flint, Michigan, assembled the first
Corvette. The first completed production car rolled off the assembly line two days later,
one of just 300 Corvettes made that year.

The idea for the Corvette originated with General Motors' pioneering designer Harley J.
Earl, who in 1951 began developing plans for a low-cost American sports car that could
compete with Europeb6s MGs, Jaguars and-
named "Opel."

In January 1953, GM debuted the Corvette concept car at its Motorama auto show at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City. It featured a fiberglass body and a six-
cylinder engine and according to GM, was named for the "trim, fleet naval vessel that
performed heroic escort and patrol duties during World War II." The Corvette was a big
hit with the public at Motorama and GM soon put the roadster into production.

On June 30, 1953, the first Corvette came off the production line in Flint. It was hand-
assembled and featured a Polo White exterior and red interior, two-speed Powerglide
automatic transmission, a wraparound windshield, whitewall tires and detachable plastic
curtains instead of side windows. The earliest Corvettes were designed to be opened
from the inside and lacked exterior door handles. Other components included a clock,
cigarette lighter and red warning light that activated when the parking brake was
applied--a new feature at the time. In 1953 there were only two options available on the
Corvette: An AM radio for $145.15 and a heater that would run you $91.40. Even
though they were listed as options, all 1953 Corvettes were equipped with both. So
back in 1953 if you bought one of these fully loaded Polo White with red interior and a
black canvas top (that is the only way they came), you would have had to shell out
$3,498.00. The first American Sports Car could go from zero to 60 miles per hour in 11
or 12 seconds, which for the time was considered a fairly average speed.

In 1954, the Corvette went into mass production at a Chevy plant in St. Louis, Missouri.
Sales were lackluster in the beginning and GM considered discontinuing the line.
However, rival company Ford had introduced the two-seater Thunderbird around the
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same time and GM did not want to be seen bowing to the competition. Another critical
development in the Corvette's survival came in 1955, when it was equipped with the
more powerful V-8 engine. Its performance and appeal steadily improved after that and
it went on to earn the nickname "America's sports car" and become ingrained in pop
culture through multiple references in movies, television and music.

My cover car is the first 1953 Corvette to roll off the assembly line on June 30, 1953.
The first fifteen 1953 Corvettes were all built by hand in a custom garage in Flint
Michigan, and then the new automobile plant that was devoted to producing the
Corvette began production in St. Louis. This new automobile plant was capable of
building 10,000 Corvettes a year but only created 300 in the first year. Of those 300
cars, the first two were test cars and were destroyed. At last count, approximately 225
of the 1953 Corvettes are known to still exist today.

Paul Trock
SCVCC President

Edit or 6 Sinctlblaee:a little extrar oom on this page,
interesting facts about the 1953 Corvette.

The original front emblem and horn button on the "Autorama” Corvette featured crossed
American and Checkered flags. It was discovered that using an American flag on a
product trade mark was against the law and the emblem was changed before the New
York Motorama.

The hash faces up on front fender molding of the "Autorama” 1953 Corvette, but on the
actual production car it faces down.

The first Corvettes were actually "rolled" off the assembly line. Chevrolet was not
prepared for grounding to a fiberglass body; the cars would not start.

The first five Corvettes to come off the assembly line did not have an outside rear view
mirror.

The only thing really new on the 1953 Corvette was the fiberglass body. Everything else
was directly off the Chevrolet parts shelf. Because of this, the first Corvette was
essentially a regular 1952 Chevrolet that looked like a million dollars!
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Donna Bledsoe May 1%

Busmess Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month
P y Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Mari e Callender 6s
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain)
Valencia

Next Business Meeting: June 3, 2010

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month
S Social Hour and dining at 6:30 p.m.
Route 66 Classic Grill
18730 Soledad CanyonRd( Edwar dés Entertai nmer
Canyon Country

Next Social Gathering: June 17, 2010

May Birthdays /Anniversaries

Brian Bailey May 6"

Raul Hidalgo May 6 "

Paul Trock May 10"
Bob Seicke May 12"
Tami Papworth May 15"
Ed Shaver May 18"
Maggie Bancroft May 19"
Frank Kopecky May 23"
Joe Ramieri May 23°
Carey Moorehead ~ May 26 "
Frances Morse May 28 "

Chris & Nancy Noski 3 18 Years
Mike & Judy Woodings Jd 38 Years
Jack & Pat Walker 3 46 Years
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Meeting Minutes

Recorded by Wayne Sjrecretary

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY CORVETTE CLUB
Minutes of May 6, 2010Meeting

1 Meeting was called to order by Paul Trock at 7:30pm.
1 Minutes of the Apl 1, 2010 meeting were read by Wayne Simon, and approved.
1 Treasurero6s report was read by Dick Gau e

T Member ship : Pat Att] says we have 99 nb
visited us and was welcad to the club.

1 Activities: Greg Attl said April was a busy month for club activities, with the Virg
Robinson Garden Tour; EI Segundo Auto Museum run; and Irwindale Speedway Miguk
your email for our new schedule of activities for the yeare@said that the Monterey Coi

Corvette Car Show was a great success, raising more than $35,000 for their charity, 4)
four of our SCVCC couples attending. May™& 16™i s t he 6Pl asti c nt
San Diega we have (14) fourteen cassheduled to go. Joe Ryan spoke about our car
onOctober 18Bat the Route 66 Restaurant. Joe mi
again headline the musical fare. We hact 02
our charity, ThePainted Turtle. This year, we are raising the bar to raise $7000.00! With |
for 125+ cars and good club participation, this goal is very realistic. We need voluntee *h
as, photographer, parking coordinator, judging and score sheets -lgagpdhaiperson, ant
trophy coordinator. Please, we need your help and participation to make this event a st 5!

T Quartermasterds report: Bi | | Thomas | et eb
ALett esrtmalned st j acket . Wairtsavaikable, ds avellas alvariety P
Menés shirts in various c odmailrBsl. Lasthydwe sill lze F

gauging interesbaigdaymne&CVCC 6goody

1 Newsletter: Howard Butler said he had a great turnout last monthgards to photos ar
articles for the Newslettérkeep up the good work! Also, please have new articles into hi
May 217 thanks.

1 50/50 raffle for $93.00 was won by Marci Simon.

1T A"Badge It or Lose Ito for $20.00 was wo oy

1 Paul Trockread the names of the May birthdays and anniversaries: Happy Birthde b|
Anniversary to all!
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Old Business: None.

New Business:
Bob Siecke thanked Greg Attl for spearheading the Monterely gueat trip!

Paul Trock opened up nominations for negtgyr 6 s Boar d of Direc
2010 through June 30, 2011). Nominations are for President (and vote separately for P
and then nominations will be open for the Board it$elts members will then determir
amongst themselves thegstion they wish to hold on the Board. You will receive amasl
ballot. Fill it out, send it back to th

Paul Trock was nominated for Club Presidehie accepted. Nominees for the Board open
were: Pat Attl, Greg Attl, Fred Seeley, Bill Thomas, Carey Moorehead, Chris Noski, H
Butler, Dick Gauthier, Mike Woodings, Maureen Felts, Chet Morse, Ed Shaver, anc
Champlin. Jeff Hernandez will remain as Chairman of the Board.

CarTalk: JoeRyn menti oned the 0605 t {amioatian)h seé ybui
deal er . Fred Seel ey spoke ab oiuthe gothitiwgh 3ande:
on it, and has put almost every mile on the car himself. Jeff Hernandez wiskidsigoto the
(3) three participants going to the Silver State Classic Challenge in Ely, Nevada (Johr
Howard Butler, and himself).Pat Attl says we need (10) ten cars or more in order to pat
in the July 4' Parade’ e-mail her if you are intested in going. Chris Noski has a friend v
is selling an 681 (red on red) for $11
($100.00). Thad Champlin thanked the Club members for their support, thoughts, and
on the passing of his wif€arolyn. Channing Licon introduced his son, Austin, who work:
RPM Motors. If you need more powérsee them! Lastly, Howard Butler thanked RI
Motors for being one of his sponsors for the Silver State Classic Challenge.

The meeting was adjourned alBpm.
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Il Congratulations to Steve Lopez
and his matching ZR1 and Z06!!!

Peopl e 6 dLas Wagas c e
Best In Show - Riverside
Best in Class - Riverside

|l n back to back shows in River:
sweep the awards and represe nts SCVCC in grand style.
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