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BLOW OUT SALE ON THE 2006 CAR SHOW T-SHIRTS 

$5
00  

EACH WHILE THEY LAST!! 
 

 
 Wanna Go????   Long Beach American LeMans Series Race -  Saturday April 14th.  

Parking in the Corvette Corral and Reserved Seats in Grandstand 21 near the ALMS garages.  
Parking is $20 per 'Vette and the tickets are $55.00 per person.    

 So far we have 12 people going é are you in????? 
Let Fast Run Fred know ASAP if you want to get tickets as part of our Club so we can get seats 
together ï DEADLINE March 4 - !!!! 

 
ATTENTION RACE JUNKIES:   
 ƷUAW DAIMLER CHRYSLER 400 ï MARCH 11 
 ƷKOBALT TOOLS 500 ï MARCH 18 
 ƷFOOD CITY 500 ï MARCH 25 
  TELEVISED ON FOX NETWORK é!!

http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/
http://www.scvcc.org/
http://us.f824.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=fredlseely@sbcglobal.net&Subj=Long%20Beach%20Grand%20Prix
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(Club events are in BLUE.  Events in RED are for your info, but not necessarily SCVCC attending)  
 

NOTE: If you hold  CTRL+click  at  underlines you will be taken to the links or email to the person!!! 

  
 
 

Mar 9-11 15
th

 Annual Gamblerôs Classic -  Corvettes of Bakersfield returns to the Colorado 
River ï Laughlin NV. We have a caravan leaving Dennyôs Sand Canyon sometime 
around 9 am, speeding across the desert to do some gambling.  There will be 
many activities including a Poker Rallye, and donôt forget the Show ón Shine! 

 
 

Apr 1 Dukeôs Malibu Brunch ï our annual dolphin watching brunch from this beautiful 
beach destination.  RSVP to Daytripper Tom as he is coordinating the event ï nhe 
needs a head count ASAP.  Meet at 8am at McDonaldôs on The Old Road. Other 
local Corvette Clubs may join us. $35 per person PREPAID!!! 

  
Apr 14 ALMS -  Championship C6.R's plus the other classes on the streets of 

Long Beach on Saturday April 14th.  See front page for more info.  
 
 

Apr 26 - 28 C5/C6 Bash - at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, KY Got 
vacation?  Need a long drive? This could be the ride for youé 

 
May  6 Jet Hawks Baseball & BBQ, Lancaster ï Farm team for the Boston Red Sox - we 

have the chance to be part of the festivities, parade laps around the track and 
guests of honor. Daytripper Tom is the contact - $35 per person prepaid, $3 for 
preferred parking. $22 per person AYCE (All You Can Eat) Barbeque at Noon and 
parade following.  Game starts at 2 pm. 

 
 

May 18 - 20 San Simeon ï Silver Surf Motel ï Repeat of last yearôs event.  Drive up Friday, 
Hearst Castle option, 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 1 dinner, this weekend is Paso 
Robles Wine Festival and the wine tour and lunch is included for $325 per couple!  
No snow or hail é we promise!  Limited to 22 couples é.contact Dann Bowley. 

 

Jun 7 - 9 Corvette ón America ï Flagstaff / Grand Canyon ï By golly, we already have a 
bunch of  folks who have made their reservations at Little America!! (800) 365-1401  
In 2007 we are heading to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. Wednesday night 
(6/6) in Laughlin then on to Flagstaff.  Contact Bob Siecke if you want to caravan. 

 
Jul 21 - 22 Solvang with Sara ï 1 night for 2 at the Royal Scandinavian Inn, includes dinner, 

breakfast, óKiss Me Kateô at the community theater for $350.  Donôt forget Danish 
pastries, óSidewaysô wine country, cheese. and shopping in this quaint town. Sara 
is looking for óinterestô in this event é nothing inked yet. Email Sara. 

 

Jul 27 - 29 Big Bear Bash ï Corvettes West ï 25
th
 Anniversary Annual event. Weather 

should be warmer, and these folks throw one heck of a party!!!  Make reservations 
for accommodations on your own. Follow the link for photos of the past Bash é we 
had a blast é lots of clubs attend - expect 400+ people. 

 
TBD Indoor Go-Karting ï A fun time in Sylmar at the newest indoor go-karting facility in 

So Cal.  Letôs see if your Corvetting skills transfer to electric speed go-karts.  These 
puppies haul butt! Contact Howard Butler.  No date set, but heôs looking to get an 
idea of WHO would be interested so he can plan around them. 

http://www.corvettesofbakersfield.com./GamblersClassic.htm
mailto:thomas_clayton@sbcglobal.net?subject=Duke's%20Brunch%20Run
http://www.lbgp.com/
http://www.corvettemuseum.com/registration/c5_bash/info.shtml
mailto:thomas_clayton@sbcglobal.net?subject=JetHawks%20Game%20&%20BBQ
http://www.silversurfmotel.com/
mailto:ebills@worldview.net?subject=Silver%20Surf%20Paso%20Robles%20Weekend
http://www.corvette-n-america.com/
mailto:BobS5@ca.rr.com?subject=Corvette%20'n%20America%20Run
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com?subject=Solvang%20Event
http://www.corvetteswest.com/BigBearBash.htm
mailto:HButler@diskeeper.com?subject=GoKart%20Day
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month  
Social Hour at  6:00 p.m.     Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Marie Callenderôs   
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain) 
Valencia  

 

Next Business Meeting:   March 1, 2007 

    
SPECIAL NOTE: 

 The June meeting will be held on the second Thursday - June 14 
 

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month  
  Social Hour  and  dining at 6:30 p.m. 

Route 66 Classic Grill   
 18730 Soledad Canyon Rd (Edwardôs Entertainment Ctr.) 

Canyon Country  

Next Social Gathering:  March 15, 2007 
 

 
  
 

 

Minutes of the January 4th  Business meeting were read by Secretary Donna Bledsoe.  Approved and filed. 
Treasurerõs Report  Paul Trock reported the Clubs expenses ï Deposit of $1000 for Dukeôs Brunch has been sent, deposit of $250 
for the JetHawks event in May has been sent, and that the $1000 deposit for the Christmas Party at Le Chene  has been sent. 
Membership ï Loren introduced returning member Barrie Bennett. Reminder to send in your Membership Application with privacy 
disclaimer é get it from the website ï send in ASAP to our PO Box. 
 
Activities Committee   
Performance Activities ð Fast Run Fred ï discussed the Super Bowl Party details ï 54 people signed up ï bring chairs. 
Day Tripper Tom discussed Dukeôs Brunch Run April 1 - $35 per person prepaid, $3 for preferred parking. And for baseball fans we 
have sealed the deal for May 6 with the Lancaster Jet Hawks (farm team for the Boston Red Sox) a day run to the stadium, $22 per 
person AYCE (All You Can Eat) Barbeque at Noon and parade.  Game starts at 2 pm é. 
Overnight Activities  - Dann discussed the Venturaôs Pierpont Inn. February 9-10, 2007. 9 am at McDonalds..  The Corvettes of 
Bakersfield Gamblerôs Classic is March 9-10 Back to the River is their theme é Laughlin.  9am departure from Dennys Sand Canyon.  
 
Howard spoke about the Go-Karting in Sylmar.  He and Jeff went to give it a try.  Not as fast as they expected but still a lot of fun and 
worth a few hours for the club.  
 

Publicity ï no report. 
 

50/50 Raffle  $111 to the Davidsonôs. 
óBadge It or Lose Itõ Drawing  Joe Ryan was Missing In Action  -  $20 rolls to next month.  
 

Quartermaster ï Missing In Action. 
Newsletter ï will come out Saturday (no guarantee which one though J ). 
Webmaster ï all is well on the internet front! 
 

Old / New Business ïDiscussion regarding the proposed changes to the Standing Rules ï vote will be taken on March 1 to accept or 
reject.  You must attend inn order to vote.  Sara mentioned that Steve Jacobsonôs wife passed on January 27 and to keep them in 
your thoughts and prayers.  In lieu of flowers, the Club will make a donation in Pam Jacobsonôs name. 

Car Talk ï  Ǉ  Brian Bailey mentioned a ófizzleô in his 2003 - The steering lock recall repair may require an additional óupgrade/ófixô for 
the voltage regulator é on the manual transmission only ô01-ô03.  Ǉ   Howard discussed his ZR-1 fuel delivery system  problem  and 
the steps he had to take to repair the duplicated complex problem, injectors and stuff é didja know that the ZR-1 has 2 pumps in the 
gas tank é twice as much fun, twice as much trouble!  Ǉ    
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   How to Decode your Car's  

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 

 

 

A carôs Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is the automotive equivalent of human DNA.  

It sets their vehicles apart from the millions of vehicles out there. In later years  
it is reflected in 17 digit characters. It displays a carôs uniqueness and heritage  
and provides a form of factory to scrap yard identification. It can be used to  
track recalls, registrations, warranty claims, thefts and insurance coverage.  
Each character or digit has a particular purpose. 

 

Tips to understanding your vehicles serial (VIN) number are as follows: 

¶ 1st character- Identifies the country in which the vehicle was manufactured.  
For example: U.S.A.(1or4), Canada(2), Mexico(3), Japan(J), Korea(K), England(S), Germany(W), 
Italy(Z) 

¶ 2nd character- Identifies the manufacturer. For example; Audi(A), BMW(B), Buick(4), Cadillac(6), 
Chevrolet(1), Chrysler(C), Dodge(B), Ford(F), GM Canada(7), General Motors(G), Honda(H), 
Jaquar(A), Lincoln(L), Mercedes Benz(D), Mercury(M), Nissan(N), Oldsmobile(3), Pontiac(2or5), 
Plymouth(P), Saturn(8), Toyota(T), VW(V), Volvo(V). 

¶ 3rd character- Identifies vehicle type or manufacturing division. 

¶ 4th to 8th characters- Identifies vehicle features such as body style, engine type, model, series, etc. 

¶ 9th character- Identifies VIN accuracy as check digit. 

¶ 10th character- Identifies the model year.  

¶ For example: 1988(J), 1989(K), 1990(L), 1991(M), 1992(N), 1993(P), 1994(R), 1995(S), 1996(T), 
1997(V), 1998(W), 1999(X), 2000(Y)------2001(1), 2002(2), 2003(3) 

¶ 11th character- Identifies the assembly plant for the vehicle. 

¶ 12th to 17th characters- Identifies the sequence of the vehicle for production  
as it rolled of the manufacturer's assembly line. 

 
Understanding the car's vehicle identification number has become very popular with car collectors for new 
and old vehicles alike. Collectors can confirm a vehicle's uniqueness, collectability and date of production. 
Consider this - owning one of the last cars off the assembly line for a certain year or model, or how about 
owing one of the first 50 of a new model off the assembly line! Car collecting has become an immense 
worldwide hobby / business and knowing how to read and understand a VIN is a very important aspect.  
 
Excerpt from Auto Insurance Tips Reports and Articles, Internet.  
Submitted by Donna Bledsoe 
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 Spring may be in the air, but it seems like we have had our fair share of cold weather. There are lots of 
great activities coming your way so keep coming to the meetings and join in the fun with one of our fantastic 
opportunities to enjoy our beautiful sports cars. 
 
 The Super Bowl Party was well attended and a lot of fun, did I mention Howard, Moira and Jeffôs Jell-O 
shooters??? I think I still have some in the refrigerator, stop by anytime!! Big thanks to Fred, Howard and 
Loren for getting things ready and for all of you who attended with the excellent food, our club never will go 
hungry!!!  
 
 Dann planned a great get away to Ventura for the óSweetheartsô in the club. Fred and I, and a few other 
couples were only able to attend one night, but it was a super time and the Pierpont never disappoints. Those 
who went had a great time even though the weather was somewhat overcast.  
 
 See the Newsletter for Upcoming Events like the ever-popular Dukeôs Run, Tom has been in contact with 
the restaurant and they are looking forward to our visit. Please get your money in as this is a prepaid event, 
you donôt want to miss this. The CorvetteônôAmerica event is quickly approaching and if you need anymore 
details contact Bob Siecke who has organized our Clubôs participation as he has enjoyed this event for 
several years.  Thanks Bob!! We want to have an idea of everyone going so we can plan to caravan, get 
tables to gather for the various dinners, lunches, etc. I, for one, am looking forward to this event; it will be our 
first CorvetteônôAmerica experience. As a reminder, due to the number of club members attending this event, 
the regular 1st Thursday meeting will be moved to the 2nd Thursday just for the month of June.  
 
 I had thought I would be brief this month BUT---this next meeting (March 1) we are voting on the 
Standing Rules changes which were e-mailed to the club last month. Thanks to Donna, Moira, Fred and the 
rest of the Board for all of their input and execution on this project. Please plan to attend and have your vote 
count. Also along these lines it is almost one year that the current Board has been in office and we will soon 
be having our Annual Nominations and Election. If you have a desire to really become involved with the Club 
at another level, please consider joining the Board. It is a lot of fun and really satisfying.  
 
 Finally, Iôm looking forward to seeing you all at the meeting. If you have any comments, ideas or 
questions, please feel free to call or email. Thanks for your support. 
 
Enjoy the Ride!!! 
 
Sara P. Seeley 
President 
Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 

 
 

mailto:BobS5@ca.rr.com?subject=Corvetten%20America%20Run
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com
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Pierpont Sweetheart Weekend 
by Andra Anderson 

 
We took off for Ventura on Friday morning looking like 
a rainbow which was befitting the weather ï Marcia 
and Dan Stern in the lead followed by Janie Hansen 
and Wally Manning, Tom and Denise Coussens, Frank 
and Gail Kopecky and Dann Bowley and I gracefully 
cruised on Highway 126 through the orange orchards 
to our destination ï The Pierpont Inn and our ñMake 
Your Own Romanceò weekend. 
 

Before checking in at the hotel we had a great 
Mexican lunch at Maria Bonitaôs on Main St.  
After lunch, we whisked off to the hotel and to 
meet up with Dick and Ruth Gauthier. 
 
For those of you who have never visited the 
Pierpont Inn, hereôs some interesting facts.  The 
Inn was built back in 1910, in part, to 
accommodate the auto enthusiast traveling up 
and down the coast driving the new fangled invention, the automobile (seems 
appropriate). Designed as a Craftsman bungalow, the property encompasses decades 
of rich architecture featuring two 1925 English Tudor Revival cottages, a 1935 Spanish 
Revival Banquet Century and a mid-century Modern retreat ï The 50ôs Flat. 

 
Having mentioned the 50ôs Flat ï seems that Janie and 
Wally were intrigued enough to change their room and 
rented the flat for Friday evening.  We all got a tour and 
were transported back in time ï from the record player, 
open fireplace and furnishings in the living room, to the 
kitchen accessories, all were authentically 50ôs modern.  
What a treat!   
 

Some of us went off for our ócouples massageô and other activities, meeting up with the 
rest of the group in the lounge for our evening.   First stop, 
Jonathanôs at Pieranoôs.  We were introduced to the 
Owner/Executive Chef Jason who made us feel right at home.  
Seems that Ventura is filled with history ï Pieranoôs was an 
Italian Grocery built in 1877, Venturaôs oldest commercial 
building.  A grocery for 109 years, it serves as a perfect 
example of how opportunity, timing and vision can come 
together to create the perfect showcase for a community 
interested in revitalizing its historic district and culinary image.   
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Jonathanôs menu is an eclectic blend of different recipes and cooking styles from many 
Mediterranean countries, including Spain, Italy, France, Greece, Portugal and North Africa ï 
and our dinners represented most of these countries!  The interior is charming and the 
restaurant is designed to be a working art gallery with some of the finest artwork in Ventura 
County. 
 
After dinner, we headed up a block to the Livery Theatre (all of us except for a couple of 
groups who left to ñmake their own romanceò), again an 
historic Ventura landmark.  The theatre is home to VATS 
(Ventura Area Theatre Sports) which has been performing 
in and running the theatre since 1997.  Theatre Sports is 
improvisational theatre staged as a competition.  
Improvisors ï or players ï perform and are awarded points 
by Olympic-style judging. The team with the highest score 
at the end of the night is the winner.  We roared with 
laughter as our teams (Village Idiots vs Tiger Dentists) were 
asked to perform challenges given by the showôs host, based on words or suggestions by 
the audience.   
 

Saturday morning we met for breakfast, and since 
the weather was still a little ñiffyò, we decided to hang 
around Ventura rather than going for a Run.  First 
stop Ventura Harbor Village  -- where we strolled the 
Promenade and shopped in the quaint stores.  Next, 
Main Street by day ï antiquing, and window-
shopping were in order.  For some reason we all 
decided early on that we just wanted to sit down and 

relax (guess it was the ocean air), so we headed back to the hotel and drank away the 
afternoon telling tall tales of adventure. 
 
Dinner time came around and so did Fred and Sara 
Seeley, Greg and Pat Attl, and Jim and Maggie 
Bancroft.  We dined together on the marvelous food at 
Austenôs, the Pierpontôs Zagat-rated ocean view 
restaurant.  Thoroughly enjoying each otherôs company, 
we whiled away the hours.  So much so that when we 
were finished with dinner, we took off for the lounge, 
only to find it closed for the evening. 
 
On Sunday morning we met once again at Austenôs to partake in a most wonderful brunch.  
The most memorable moments being Deniseôs request for a bowl of whipped cream to go 
with her waffles, and Gregôs 5 (and I do mean 5) Belgian waffles (how did he do that?) 
 
Unfortunately, it seemed that after brunch, our weekend had to come to an end.  A few of us 
caravanned back to Santa Clarita, whilst others went their own ways.  Once again, another 
wonderful weekend brought to us by the Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club. 
[Ed Note: Thanks to Frank and Gail Kopecky for their photos!] 
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Super Super Bowl XL at the Seeleyôs 
By Debby Dooley 

 
Once again the Seeleyôs were generous enough to open their home to the club 
for the annual Super Bowl Party.   Complete with a huge projection screen in 
the garage and the big screen in the living room.    
 

The food was plentiful, sinful and delicious.  Iôm still not 
sure if the Jell-O shots classified as an appetizer or dessert 
but they sure were popular and packed quite a kick!  
Thanks to the Butlerôs, Moira, Jeff and Dan and Marcia 
Stern for spending their Saturday night making those little 
party favorites.  
 

When the game started the ñserious fansò found a 
comfy seat and settled in while the others enjoyed 
the socializing aspect of the party.  But when the 
commercials came oné..ALL eyes were on the TV!   
 

And what Super Bowl party would be complete without 
a óFootball Poolô.  Thanks to Mike McCloskey we were 
each given a chance to donate $2, put our name on a 
square and then cross our fingers that the 
corresponding numbers would parlay into more $$ôs.  
And for three lucky members it did!  

 
Sean Hickey was a double winner winning $20 at 
the end of the first quarte r and $30 at the end of 
the second; Dorothy McCloskey won $50 for the 
3rd quarter and the big winner was Linda Noble 
who took $100 at the end of the game.   
 
On behalf of the membership, I want to thank 
everyone who contributed and attended and made 
this a truly Super Party!  Loren took lots of pictures so look for them on the 
web site. 

 

       


