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SCVCC  UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(Club events are in blue.  Double-click the underlined for links.) 
 

 
Mar  2  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Mar 10-12 Hearst Castle San Simeon Weekend Run (Friday-Sunday) 
Leave Friday a.m., drive to San Simeon. Evening tour of Hearst Castle $30 per person.  
Saturday, local area chauffeured wine tasting and sightseeing. Sunday drive home. 
Accommodations at the Silver Surf Motel . Cost is $265 per couple for both nights.  
Includes: 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and group wine tour.   
Call for reservations 1-800-621-3999, ask for Beth or Judy. Contact Sara  for more details. 

 

Mar 16  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mar 17-19 Gamblers Classic ï Stateline NV       (and St Patricks Day)      

If you are planning to go é Any volunteers to coordinate caravan? Notify Fred. 
 
Apr  6  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 
   Apr  9 Dukeôs Malibu Brunch Run - This is a GREAT event.  Clear YOUR calendar!!   

We have reserved their banquet room.  The road course is a great drive,  
and the buffet at Dukeôs is terrific.  With some luck, the dolphins will make an encore performance.   
Approx $33 per person. Sign-up at the meeting or contact Fun Run Fred 

 
Apr 20  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
Apr 22 Dyno Tune at A&A Corvette in Oxnard ï $40 per car for the dyno.   

Hit the road by 8:30 am for 9:30 arrival.  Pizza lunch at A&A. 
 
Apr 29  Poppy & Gimmick Rally ï Antelope Valley Corvettes 

If you are planning to go é Any volunteers to coordinate caravan? Notify Fred. 

 
May 4  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
  Board member nominations for upcoming fiscal year. 
 

May 13  Silver Anniversary Celebration ï SCVCCôs  25th Year!!!!! 
  Dinner Dance at The Plaza -  get your boogie shoes on!!! 

  

 May 20- 21 San Diego - Double Header 
      Sat 20

th
   Corvette Dreaminô 2006 ï Corvettes of San Diego 

      Sun 21
st

  Plastic Fantastic 2006 ï No. County Corvette Club  
If you are planning to go é Any volunteers to coordinate caravan? Notify Fred. 

  

Jun 8-10 Sedona Road Tour ï Corvette 'N America 
  Flagstaff to Sedona and Car Show 

If you are planning to go é Any volunteers to coordinate caravan? Notify Fred. 

 
Jul 21-23 Big Bear Bash ï Corvettes West 

If you are planning to go é Any volunteers to coordinate caravan? Notify Fred. 

 

Oct  7  SCVCC 6
th

 Annual Corvette & Harley Show ï Route 66 Classic Grill 
 
 Dec 9  Christmas Party ï Dinner Dance 
 
 
For Ron Bauerõs Performance Events comprehensive listing: 

 http://www.SantaClaritaCorvetteClub.com/EventsPerformance/Performance.html 

 

http://www.silversurfmotel.com/
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com
http://www.corvettesofbakersfield.com/
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.avcorvettes.com/
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.corvettesofsandiego.com/events.htm
http://www.ncocc.com/plastic2006.pdf
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.corvette-n-america.com/
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.corvetteswest.com/BigBearBash.htm
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/EventsPerformance/Performance.html
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month  
Social Hour at  6:00 p.m.     Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Marie Callenderôs   
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain) 
Valencia  

 
 
Next Business Meeting:   March 2, 2006 

 

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month  
  Social Hour  and  dining at 6:30 p.m. 

Route 66 Classic Grill   
 18730 Soledad Canyon Rd (Edwardôs Entertainment Ctr.) 

Canyon Country  
 

Next Social Gathering:  March 16, 2006 
 

 

Corvettes  In ¹Action  
 

Well the winter months make it difficult to plan Club outings with óperformanceô in mind.  Even if we live in 
Southern California, the weather can be unpredictable, so Action photos have been slim).  But Jeff had 
some time on his hands and made a lunch date with Howard to make a visit to Guldstrand MotorSports in 
Burbank.  As we all know, Howard and Dick Guldstrand share the passion for our beloved Corvettes.  
 
A legend in his own right in the automotive racing world, Dick Guldstrand is an icon in the Corvette world.  
When Howard introduced Jeff to óGoldieô and mentioned that he was interested in doing some performance 
upgrades, the silver-haired gentleman said ñSure, let me wash my hands and we can go into my office and 
discuss itôô.   Jeff was immediately impressed with Guldstrandôs warmth, personality, and sincerity.  
 
Jeff took the opportunity to discuss some performance modifications for our C5, which would enhance his 
driving experience, but not break the bank.  Jeff explained that he didnôt want to do anything extensive, just 
wanted to personalize it and get a little more óoomphô. 
 
We dropped of our Vette on Monday afternoon to be lowered to improve aerodynamics, change the gearing 
in the differential to 3:42 improving power to the rear wheels,  and some associated mechanical changes to 
finish the package.  Four days later CRZ4RED was ready to come home é  
 
The drive home was rainy, so no chance to give it a real peformance test drive, but the next day é. Well, 
the kids got the treat of going with Dad for a óspinô and they got to drive the new and improved Vette.   So 
far, Jeff is tickled with the mods, he can tell a big difference in the cornering and handling, and as for the 
óooomphô, well itôs in there J 
 
(As a side note: WE believe that the stock Corvette is an outstanding vehicle as it rolls off the showroom 
floor, and modifications arenôt for everyone, but if youôve got some time on your hands and a couple of 
dollars to toss at it é..)       

Respectfully Yours,  Moira 
 

(Remember, you can submit a story to share é we welcome all contributions and help filling the pages) 
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MMM eeessssssaaagggeee   FFFrrrooommm   ttthhheee   PPPrrreeesssiiidddeeennnttt    

 

 
 
With the San Sylmar/Nethercutt tour, the Seeleyôs Super Bowl òjello shotsò Party, 
and the Palm Springs Run behind us, we have the Hearst Castle weekend, and 
Dukes Brunch Run coming soon, but letôs not forget weôll be celebrating our clubôs 
25

th
 Anniversary Bash in a few months (May 13

th
 to be exact).  I hope you all have 

circled it on your calendars. 
 
The Board has a wonderful evening planned for you beginning with a cocktail 
reception, a fabulous dinner, exciting entertainment, and dancing to your favorite 
tunes.  This event only comes around once in 25 years and Iôm really counting on 
your participation.  For those members in attendance there will be a one time only 
special gift that Iôm sworn to secrecy, so donôt even bother to ask. 
 

Come dressed to the nines and ready 
to party.  Youôre not going to want to 
miss this event, as it will be something 
weôll all be talking about for years to 
come.  Invitations will be sent out 
shortly.   
 
RSVP is a must, as we need to ensure 
we have a spot reserved for you and 
your guest. 
 

 
 
On a separate note, please join me in a thoughtful prayer for a speedy recovery for 
Tom Clayton.  At the time of this writing, he was admitted to Holy Cross Hospital 
for chest pains.  Tests are currently underway and it is thought that he may have a 
blood clot in his lungs.   Tom and his family appreciate everyoneôs concern. 
 
Until next month, keep your foot on the gas, turn the wheel, and follow the road 
wherever it leads you. 
 

 
 

Howard Butler 
President - Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 
 

 
PS.  Your feedback is important:  Feel free to drop me a personal note with any thoughts or 
questions regarding the club.   hbutler@diskeeper.com 

 
 
 

 

mailto:hbutler@diskeeper.com
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Notes from the February 2nd   Business Meeting 
 
 

 
Minutes of the January 5th  Business meeting were unavailable due to Secretaryôs business emergency. 
Treasurer Paul Trock read the financial report and it was filed.     
Membership ï Loren introduced visitors Marcia and Dan Stearn, and Deborah Stevens.  He announced that there are 
currently 4 Prospective Members on the SCVCC ówaiting listô.  Loren presented membership badges to Dennis McCarthy 
and Cary Moorehead. 
 
Performance Activities Racer Ron Bauer discussed the Feb 25 club event at Buttonwillow ï passengers are allowed!!! 
April 22 there will be a Dyno Day run at A&A Corvettes in Oxnard.  $40 per car for 2 pulls, they anticipate processing 4 to 5 
cars per hours.  Let Ron know if you are interested.  Pizza will be ordered in to save time. 
ôFun Runõ Fred discussed the SuperBowl Party on Feb 5. Potluck food assignments by alphabet, see the email with details 
and map.  The Club has confirmed reservations for Dukeôs in Malibu on April 9 Cost is $35 per person including gratuity.   
Overnight Activities Sara discussed the itinerary for overnight trip to Palm Springs, February 11-12.  Need a check for the 
tram ride so we can prepay and avoid delay that day.  March 10-12 San Simeon Hearst Castle Tour staying at the Silver 
Surf Motel.  Hearst Castle evening tour is $30 per person.  Wine tasting tour will be chauffeured to avoid driving J 

50/50 Raffle winner was won by Miss Sonique Sanasarian, in the amount of $115.  (Marci did a GREAT job selling tickets) 
óBadge It or Lose Itõ Drawing  went unclaimed as Linda Butler was not present (Howard tried to collect é. Ahem) The $20 
prize rolls over to the March Darwing which will be $40.  (A darned good reason to show up!!)  
 

Quartermaster Bill Thomas had nothing new to report.  Still not enough interest to place an order for the Club Logo 
Blankets ï need a solid 15 interested, minimum order is 25.  They are $30 and very handsome (white, red, and black)! 
 

Publicity ï no report. 
Newsletter ï Nothing new to report.  Thank you Howard for your generous praise, and to the club, for their applause J 
Howard forgot to read the February birthdays (sorry Linda Butler, and the February babies) . 
 
New Business -  25th Anniversary celebration details are being developed. We lost our preferred venue of Agua Dulce 
Winery due to County regulatory issues.  Still aiming for May 6 or May 13 date. Looks like $45-50 per person for a sit down 
dinner.  All details depend on timing, venue, availability, etc. 
David Kirk saw an opportunity to expand our wardrobe options with some Race Team crew shirts.  He will be getting 
together with Bill Thomas to work out the details.   
Send your ideas and opinions to hbutler@diskeeper.com 
 

Car Talk ï ǇJohn Noble mentioned that he had his Z06 wheels done at California Chrome and he was very pleased with 
their work é.. Ǉ Gregg Kushiner spoke about some leather repair work he had done by Viking Auto Upholstery and 
Leathrworks, they did a great job and then someé. Near San Ferando Rd and Springbrook é Ǉ  Ed Shaver and his new 
bride Deana purchased a 2004 convertible so he is offering his 1986 coupe for sale, 21K original owner milesé   Ǉ 
 

 

 

 
 

Marshall Vernon  Mar  6  

Ron Bauer  Mar 10  

Linda Ogden   Mar 12  

Brady Parkinson  Mar 13  

Larry Totter  Mar 15  

David Kasparian  Mar 19  

Yvonne Ellis   Mar 21  

Dann Bowley  Mar 26  

Jim Bancroft  Mar 31

mailto:hbutler@diskeeper.com
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Super Bowl Sunday 2006 
Just Another Day In Paradise 

 

        
It was an unseasonably warm Super Bowl Sunday.  Shiny plastic cars lined the edges of Crystal Springs 
Road as football fans (and their guests) gathered for the annual celebratory culmination of NFL football 
season, Super Bowl XL (that would be 40, not Extra Large!). 
 

The Seeleyôs once again opened Saraôs lovely home, and Fredôs superb yard 
and garage, to some 60 party-goers.  As is customary for this club, there was 
food.  Lots of food.  Dips, platters, snack foods, entrees, and sweets. Mostly 
desserts.  Potluck dishes were recommended by alphabet, and we could 
have used a few more entrees, but as they 
say, óLife is uncertain, eat dessert firstô! 
 

Howard and Fred had spent a good portion of 
Saturday afternoon remodeling the Seeley 
Corvette garage into a huge sports bar with a 
120 inch (thatôs 10 feet!!) projection screen.  It 
worked out GREAT and about 1/3 of the die-
hard NFL fans watched the game there. 
Before the game, Howard showed various videos to keep the folks 
entertained.  The rest of us hovered in the feeding zone within earshot of the 
indoor big screen TV. 

 

Howard took up his role as amateur Sports Book 
for the football pool..  Coincidentally, Howard 
won the 1

st
 quarter pool, capturing a tidy $25.  

Ed Shaver nabbed the Half Time winnings of 
$50, and Mike Branam got lucky at the end of 
the 3

rd
 quarter collecting $75, but the big winner 

was SCVCC prospective member Marcia Stern 
and her husband Dan (right) scoring a cool óC Noteô at the 21-10 Pittsburgh 
Steeler victory.  Another coincidence, most of the winners were watching the game from the garageé. 
 

And we had Jell-O shots.  Because as everyone 
knows, ñThereôs always room for Jello-Oò, and 
Howard will do anything involving danger.  Ask 
him how he singed his eyebrows.  Sara, 
Howard, and I have our Super Bowl 
Commemorative Jello Shooter spoons, and they 
will travel with us to future events J 
 

Sara is a fabulous hostess, she kept the food tables full and making sure no one went home hungry.  By 
the end if the game, all of the dishes were cleaned and ready to go home with their respective owners. 
The Seeleyôs wish to express their extreme appreciation for the 4 or 5 couples who stuck around 
to clean up the place.  You know who you are!!  Thanks a million!  
 

The day was perfect, the social event was exceptional, and everyone had a great time.  As for the game 
itself, I guess it was pretty good, well-matched, and not one of those disappointing óblow-outô games.  We 
know that Jim and Glenda Fulmer went home extra-happy in their 1985 Steelerôs ChampionshipT-shirts! 
Half-time entertainment? Well it goes to prove that some classics are timeless, Mick Jagger is a legend, 
just like our Corvettes, only our cars look better! 
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P.S. We Love You 
 (Remember the old bumper sticker???) 

aka the Valentine Sweetheart Run to Palm Springs 
 

by Fun Run Fred and Overnight Activities Coordinator Sara Seeley 
 
Thirty-five members/spouses/friends in 18 beautiful Corvettes joined 
the festivities. We met at our usual place for runs to the South, the 
McDonaldôs on The Old Road. Organizer Sara and 
escort Fred were a tad late, and so we got right to 
it with the drivers meeting. Before we left, passing 
out maps, menus and a little Valentines treat was 

the order of the day. What was in the little heart-covered bags? You will have to ask 
those who attended!! 
  

Fred led the group while Dann and Andra proved to be excellent ñTail gunnersò!!!  We made great use of 
the walkie-talkie radios and really stayed together for the entire trip.  We looked GOOD going down the 
freeways.  We got lots of ñthumbs-upò from fellow travelers, including some bikers that got mixed in our 
caravan going through San Bernardino. 
  

Originally we had planned to stop at Play Toys on the way, but we had to arrange another stop as the 
owners were off on a cruise vacatio. So with Jack Walkerôs expert guidance, we stopped at the TA truck 
stop near Interstate 15.  The truck stop was a unique place to us; with óeverything real truckers need 
under one roofô. After that little break we got back in the cars and headed to Palm Springs.  
 

After a slight detour by the leader, taking everyone off the I-10 one exit to soon, resulting in a U-turn on a 
narrow desert road, we were back on course for the Palm Springs Arial Tram.     Note to file: Exit #111 is 
not route CA 111. 

 

The group ticket purchase 
and arrangements went 
well and even a few semi-
reluctant folks decided to 
take the 10-minute ride to 
the top. Everyone seemed 
to enjoy the ride up, 
especially the fact the 
gondolas rotated a full 
360-degrees on the way and the tram had a fun little drop-and-sway 

each time we passed over each tower, but hey, thatôs the fun! The weather at the top was crisp, cool, 
clear, and delightful. The view was spectacular!!!  
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After some looking around and trying to get people together for a 
group photo, we met for our reservations at Elevations 
restaurant.  Elevations had set up a table for 33 of us. The food 
was unique, and for the most part very good, including sweet 
potato French fries. Even with reservations, the kitchen seemed 
a bit overwhelmed, such that about half of those who ordered the 
turkey sandwich had a bit of a wait, go figure!!!  

                      
Following a fun ride down the mountain (people were cheering like on a 
roller coaster!) we headed to the Howard Johnson Express. The staff 
happily checked us in and we headed to the pool area for a little rest and 
conversation. Fred Seeley and Linda Noble made a beer run so we didnôt 
get parched in the warm desert temperature. We pretty much took over 
the pool area and had a nice time talking about cars, friends, etc.  The 
conversations also turned to after-dinner plans, with some of the folks 
planning to visit jazz clubs while others wanted to try their luck at the local gambling establishments ï 
some, of course, wanted to do bothé.We didnôt see that group for breakfast!! 

 

 After the pool time we had about an hour to relax (or whatever) in our 
rooms and to get ready for the short stroll to the restaurant for dinner. 
We had reservations for 6:15 at Billy 
Reedôs. They did a good job seating 
34 of us at tables of 4 and 6. The 
food was really good and the 
company fantastic, as always. 

Cosmoôs were the drink of the evening at our table (for the ladies, at 
least) and the ñMillion Dollar Lemon Meringue Pieò was the dessert to 
have!!! The service was also excellent, and not surprisingly, Mr. Wit & 
Charmôs (Loren) table was the first served.  Photos memorializing the event will no doubt surface on the 
websiteé. 
         

       
The local cab company took a group gambling at the ñSpaò and most of the group got lucky!!!! It seemed 
that they were all winners!!!!   

 

      Sunday was a beautiful 
day and some enjoyed the 
continental breakfast at the 
hotel, while others stepped 
across the street for a full 
breakfast before departing 
for the dayôs adventures 

and a lovely ride home.  While the breakfast group was getting organized in the hotel lobby, we saw a 
ñNorman Rockwellò kind of scene ï a grandfatherly gentleman was taking photos of his grandson 
standing by our beautiful cars sparkling in the morning sun.  I think the youngster especially enjoyed the 
pictures near the yellow one with the license plate that reads   505HPC6. 
 
The cars, the drive, the friends, the food, the tram ---Hey, it just doesnôt get much better than this!!!   
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           Dear Modest and bashful members.   
We are patiently waiting for YOUR profile é 

Click on the mailbox to request a Questionnaire 
Until then, we will print other fun things hereé 

 

     

 

See Vegas in a Corvette, if you 're sober  
 

Susan R. Pollack / The Detroit News  
Thursday, January 26, 2006  

 

GM announces plan to open a hands - on driving experience on the Strip  
 
Before visitors sample Las Vegas' newest attraction, they'll have to take a Breathalyzer test. And that obvious ly means 
staying sober, at least for a time, in Sin City. General Motors is betting folks will give it a try.  
 
In its latest marketing ploy, the giant automaker announced plans to open a hands -on driving experience this spring on 
an 11 -acre track at the no rth end of the Strip behind the Sahara Hotel & Casino.  
 
The idea of the two - track driving course is to entice some of the city's millions of tourists from the gaming tables, slot 
machines and celebrity shows long enough to slip behind the wheels of Corvett es, Cadillacs and Hummers "without any 
pressure to buy," says Steve Tihanyi, General Director of Marketing and Entertainment Alliances for GM.  
 
Named "The Drive," the attraction will feature two courses: a high -performance paved loop and an off - road advent ure 
trail with a tunnel, hill climb and obstacles. Accompanying each "test driver" will be a professional driver, riding shotgun 
in the passenger seat, to enhance --  and, no doubt, safeguard --  the experience.  
 
Besides showing off GM vehicles, "The Drive" is designed to boost the expensive --  and underperforming --  Las Vegas 
Monorail system.  As part of the estimated $6 million deal, GM becomes a marketing and advertising partner of the 
monorail company.  
 
"The Drive" is guaranteed to run at least six months  (and likely through 2006, says GM publicist Christi Conti). The 
general hope is that it will become a permanent tourist attraction, although in a different form.  
 
Las Vegas tourism boosters are thrilled with the project, scheduled to open in March or Apri l 2006. "There's nothing like it 
anywhere in the world, except maybe Autopia at Disneyland and that's not the same as driving a Hummer through a 
tunnel or a Corvette around a track," says Bryan Allison, marketing director of the travel -promoting Web site V egas.com.  
 
To make way for "The Drive", the Sahara's classic neon sign was removed Wednesday from the casino's parking lot, 
loaded on a giant truck and moved to a storage facility. Hummers escorted the caravan.  
 
Admission to both tracks of "The Drive" will  be $10 to $15 a person. The attraction is open to visitors 18 and up who have 
a valid driver's license and can prove they're sober.  

  

 
Stories of the Strange but True   

 

Just when you thought you have seen everything. Along comes a 

Corvette pickup truck.  This advertisement on eBay:  

One of a kind Covertible Corvette Pickup Truck with removable hard top. 
This beautiful vehicle was the pride of ownership to one of the principle 
owners of Bayliner Boats. Specialized molds were created to stretch the 
1984 fro nt and 1991 rear Corvette body. This car has a Munci 4 speed 
transmission and a 350 engine. Over $115,000 was spent to build this 

masterpiece.  

For complete details and pictures, see: 1984 Corvette Pickup Truck  

It sold for a cool $30K January 18, 2006 on eBay!!!  

http://cgi.ebay.com/ebaymotors/Unique-Custom-1984-Corvette-Convertible-Pick-up-Truck_W0QQitemZ4604120692QQcategoryZ6168QQrdZ1QQcmdZViewItem
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Coming Home 
 
Jan. 17, 2006 ñ Alan Poster's Corvette was a brand new 1968 blue-on-blue classic driving machine when it vanished 37 years ago. Now he's been reunited 

with his former dream car.  The Corvette was stolen from a New York garage on Jan. 22, 1969. In November the car was identified as stolen as it was being loaded 

onto a container ship bound for Sweden, said Homeland Security spokesman Mike Fleming.  
The car had recently been purchased for $10,000 by a man in Sweden who was not aware it had been stolen nearly four decades earlier. Since Poster's 

insurance at the time did not cover the car's theft and he was never compensated, he is entitled to get it back.  

"This is a miracle," Poster said when law enforcement officials told him that his car had been recovered. He saw his car today for the first time in 37 years 

at a media briefing held at a Customs and Border Patrol warehouse in Carson, Calif.  "He's very excited about it," Fleming said, adding that Poster had since moved to 
Petaluma, Calif., and had given up hope long ago of seeing the car again.  

Poster had owned the car only for two-and-a-half months when it was stolen from the garage ñ one of nearly 80,000 stolen cars in New York City that 

year.  But he'd already managed to have some fun with his hot wheels when he was a 26-year-old guitar salesman. "I remember driving it through the tunnel in 

Manhattan and some guy wanted to race me," he said, "and I knew he was dirt."  
The NYPD played a big role in the Corvette's recovery. After the Customs and Border Patrol contacted the department, Det. William Heiser scoured the 

department's records room and dug in to the coldest stolen car case of his career.  

"We went through about 5,000 records over the course of four days here to locate this report," Heiser said, which led them to Poster.  When detectives 

called, Poster didn't believe it was actually the NYPD. "He was pretty surprised," Det. Cliff Bieder said. "I think he thought it was a joke at first."  
No one knows where the Corvette has been all this time. It was apparently never registered or insured, or the vehicle identification number would have 

revealed it had been stolen.  

The car is now silver with a red interior, according to Customs and Border Patrol. The original 327-cubic-inch engine has been replaced by a 454 big block 

Chevy engine. The car has a stolen automatic transmission that wasn't introduced until the mid-1980s, and the gas tank is missing. The car's classic design, however, 
has survived.  

Today the car that cost $6,000 in 1968 is a classic. Similar models are auctioned on Web sites for $50,000 to $100,000. But Poster said his Corvette is not 

for sale. "I plan to restore it and keep it," he said.  
He also plans to give it to another eager young driver with the same name ñ his 17-year old teenage daughter.  

ABC News' Neal Karlinsky and Reuters contributed to this report. 
 

Update to the above story  
 

Jan 25, 2006 DETROIT ð GM Restoration Parts and Chevrolet have donated $2,500 in genuine parts to help 
restore the 1968 Corvette convertible that Alan Poster recently had returned to him after being stolen 37 years ago.  

Alan Poster, who made a number of headlines last week for having his stolen Corvette returned just before being 

shipped to a would-be buyer in Sweden, was surprised by the gift during an interview with Cruise Control Radio, a national 

automotive talk radio show. Harlan Charles, Corvette product manager called to congratulate Mr. Poster on having his 
Corvette returned and informed him that GM Restoration Parts was giving him $2,500 credit to use for genuine Corvette 

parts.  

   òWeõre happy to help Mr. Poster restore his long-lost love,ó said Charles. óWe understand what itõs like to fall in love 

with a Corvette and to get it in your blood. Corvette enjoys a 70 loyalty rate, which means 70 percent of people who buy a 
Corvette purchase another one.ó   It turns out that Mr. Poster had just recently purchased a 1974 Corvette prior to having his stolen 1968 Corvette convertible 

returned.  

   Mr. Posterõs Corvette was returned missing several items such as a gas tank, carburetor and a transmission, and its original International Blue paint had been 

changed to silver. Mr. Poster said he plans to restore the car, repaint it blue and give it to his 17-year-old daughter.  
 

 

The Editors thank and acknowledge  www. CorvetteActionCenter.com  for the 3 stories above.  A really excellent website and forum with lots of answers, 

ideas, and valuable tips. 

http://www.corvetteactioncenter.com/
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�)�U�H�G���6�H�H�O�H�\�·�V��- The Caravan - 

Top 5 Rules for the Road  

The Basics:  1) Start with a FULL TANK of gas, 2) Carry some CASH for food (many 
restaurants wonôt do separate checks for groups), and 3) HIT THE HEAD before the caravan 
leaves so you wonôt have to ópotty breakô too soon. 

5. HAVE FUN - enjoy the ride and be courteous to other drivers, even those not in Corvettes! (Don't forget, 

many people observing the caravan have probably never seen such wonderful looking parade of cars.) 
 

4. THE CARAVAN LEADER will hold a speed within 5 - 8 mph of the posted limit (most of the time on the 

highway).  We know from prior experience there will be drivers who want to run faster and weôve got NO 
problem with that, but donôt hold up the cars behind you. If you donôt want to keep up, wave the cars behind 
you around, so they can stay with the group.  
If you believe the Caravan is moving too fast or too slow, exit the main group and run at a speed at which 
you are comfortable.  With really large caravans the Caravan Leaders will not be able to see the rear cars 
and will rely on being informed by the ñTail-Gunnerò or designated vehicle. 

 

3. BUDDY UP & STAY THE COURSE - Choose some caravan buddies in case of breakdowns; your 

buddies will stay with you.  Also, don't blindly follow the Corvette in front of you - stay on course and keep 
the main pack of Corvettes in sight.  If the group is getting really stretched out, use the ówalkie-talkie radiosô 
to inform the Leaders.  FRS or GMRS radios will be used for announcements by the Leaders while the 
caravan is mobile. You are encouraged to listen in and participate. The channel will be announced prior to 
departure. (Having recently purchased a set of these for club events, I have found that they are extremely 
handy and fun to use.) 

 

2. FOLLOW THE LEADER - On four-lane highways, i.e. Interstate Highways, stay in the same lane as the 

Caravan, and use the other to pass and catch up.  Let other traffic go by and see our beautiful cars. 
 

1. RUBBER BAND MAN - Caravans have a tendency to "rubber band".  Long caravans of cars running 

close to each other have a tendency to change lengths when the Caravan Leader or others make speed 
changes. This is called "rubber banding". As the caravan speeds up, the distance between cars increases. 
As the speed change migrates rearward, the rate of the increase will also increase. The first car speeds-up. 
The next speeds-up a little more to catch the first. The third car speeds-up even more to catch the second 
and so-on and so-forth.  

 

The reverse of this is also true and potentially more dangerous: the lead car slows, the next car takes a split 
second to react, then slows more. The third car uses up distance in reacting and slows even more abruptly, 
and so-on and so-forth. In short order, if people are following too closely, youôve got drivers testing out their 
Anti-Lock Braking Systems for the very first time, trying to stop. 
 

The Caravan Leaders are aware of the rubber band phenomena and will usually make speed changes 
slowly. If the Caravan is running tight, drivers in the middle and rear portions of the caravan must be acutely 
aware of this rubber band phenomena and learn to anticipate its affects. 
 

Because "rubber banding" is a part of normal Caravan movement, it is recommended not to follow another 
caravan car too closely.  Most accidents which occur in caravans are rear-end collisions caused by following 
too closely, combined with "rubber-banding".  Also keep in mind that in some mountain roads there may not 
be a safe place for a large group of cars to pull over and wait, so please keep a safe distance apart, but not 
so far that you lose sight of the main pack and get left behind as the caravan changes directions or roads.  

            
SEELEYôS TRAVEL CHECKLIST  

 

CA S H  
CE LL P H ONE /CHA R GE R  
MA P S  
T IRE PRE S S U RE GA UGE  
2-W A Y RA D I O +CH A R GE R  
DR IV I NG  GL OV E S  
M I CR O F IB E R  

CL O TH  

SP RA Y  DE TA IL E R  
QUA R T O F  O I L  
RA DA R DE TE C T OR  
CHA P S TI CK  
DE N TA L  FLO S S  
HA T /V I S O RS  
JA CK E TS  
NA ME  BA DGE (S )  

SNA CK S  
SUN G LA S S E S  
SUN S CR E E N  
TE NN IS  S H OE S  
WA TE R  
CA ME R A  +  B A T T E R IE S  
K I TE S  


