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SCVCC  UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

(Club events are in blue.  Double-click the underlined for links.) 
 

 
Jan  5  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
  

Jan 7  San Sylmar Tour  If you enjoyed the Nethercutt éthis goes further. 
 

Jan 19  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Feb  2  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Feb  5  Super Bowl Sunday Party @ The Seeleyôs  
 
Feb 11-12    Palm Springs Valentineôs Adventure Overnight Run  

Drive to Palm Springs Aerial Tramway, lunch at Elevations Restaurant, stay at  
Howard Johnsonôs Express (for reservations call 1-800-732-7755 speak to  
Lesley Stevens)  Sunday visit Classic Auto Gallery in Gelndora on the trip home.  
Contact Sara Seeley for more details. 

 

Feb 16  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 

Feb 25  Performance Driving Clinic ï Another opportunity to test your prowess  

at Buttonwillow Raceway (Bakersfield) with Speed Ventures.  $180 includes timed laps, 
 instructors, lunch.  Convertibles - a roll bar. No high heeled sandals. 

 
Mar  2  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Mar 10-12 Hearst Castle San Simeon Weekend Run (Friday-Sunday) 
Leave Friday a.m., drive to San Simeon. Evening tour of Hearst Castle $30 per person.  
Saturday, local area chauffeured wine tasting and sightseeing. Sunday drive home. 
Accommodations at the Silver Surf Motel . Cost is $265 per couple for both nights.  
Includes: 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and group wine tour.   
Call for reservations 1-800-621-3999, ask for Beth or Judy. Contact Sara  for more details. 

 

Mar 16  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
Apr  7  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner 

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Apr  9  Dukeôs Malibu Brunch Run 

Details pending, but we have reserved their banquet room.   
The road course is a great drive, and the buffet at Dukeôs is terrific.   
With some luck, the  dolphins will make an encore performance.   
This is a GREAT event.  Clear YOUR calendar!!  Approx $33 per person. 

 
Apr 22  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 

 For Ron Bauerõs Performance Events comprehensive listing: 
 http://www.SantaClaritaCorvetteClub.com/EventsPerformance/Performance.html 

 
 
 

http://www.hojo.com/HowardJohnson/control/Booking/property_info?propertyId=15053&brandInfo=HJ
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/flyers/SCVCC_Performance_Driving_Clinic_02252005.pdf
http://www.silversurfmotel.com/
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/EventsPerformance/Performance.html
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month  
Social Hour at  6:00 p.m.     Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Marie Callenderôs   
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain) 
Valencia  

 
 
Next Business Meeting:   January 5, 2006 

 

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month  
  Social Hour  and  dining at 6:30 p.m. 

Route 66 Classic Grill   
 18730 Soledad Canyon Rd (Edwardôs Entertainment Ctr.) 

Canyon Country  
 

Next Social Gathering:  January 19, 2006 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Happy New Year!!!   
It is with great pleasure that I get to ring in the new year with all of you.  2006 will be a great 
year and many of us have made resolutions to keep us happy, fit, and young at heart.  I 
wonôt bore you with any such personal list of my own, but if you would like to join me in 
getting to know each of our club members a little better you may find that we share a lot 
more in common than just Corvettes. 
 

 Some of you may or may not be aware that our club Treasurer, Barrie Bennett 
wanted to step down from his position.  Barrie has done an outstanding job and he is 
warmly thanked for his hard work and contribution to the club.  Barrie will continue to be an 
active member and participate in as many club functions as possible. To give you a little 
background, Barrie works in the healthcare insurance business and many changes are 
taking place beginning in January with the Blue Cross / Blue Shield and Medicare that will 
require a bit more of Barrieôs time as he helps his clients.  Itôs a wonderful opportunity for 
Barrie to help his clients save a tremendous amount of money.   Please join me in wishing 
Barrie great success and a bright future. 
 

 Stepping up to the plate to take over as Treasurer is Paul Trock.  He was treasurer 
of his fraternity in college and has a sharp eye on finances.  We welcome Paul to the Board 
of Directors.  It is great to see others express an interest in helping shape and manage our 
club for the enjoyment of all members. 

  

Until next month, keep your foot on the gas, turn the wheel, and follow the road where ever 
it leads you. 
 

Howard Butler 
President - Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 
 

PS.  Your feedback is important:  Feel free to drop me a personal note with any thoughts or questions regarding the club.   
hbutler@diskeeper.com 
 
 

 

mailto:hbutler@diskeeper.com
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Notes from the December 1st   Business Meeting 
 

 
Minutes of the November 3rd   Business meeting were read by VP Wayne Simon and approved. 
Treasurer Barrie Bennett read the financial report and it was filed.     
Membership ï No visitors this evening. Loren announced that badges for non-members can be purchased for the nominal 
fee of $5.  Contact and pay Loren directly to order. 
 
Performance Activities Racer Ron Bauer spoke about the December 17 event at Buttonwillow.  Spots still available.  And 
he is working on an event for February 25. 
ôFun Runõ Fred discussed the San Sylmar on January 7 including a guided tour of the museum and car collection.    
Overnight Activities Sara mentioned that we are up to 80 confirmed for the Holiday Party. There has been some confusion 
at the motel in PS, but that will be resolved this week.  Upcoming overnight trips to Palm Springs, February 11-12 staying at 
the Howard Johnson Express,  and March 10-12 San Simeon Hearst Castle Tour staying at the Silver Surf Motel. As of this 
date over 15 couples have made reservations for San Simeon Trip!! 
.   
50/50 Raffle winner was won by Chuck Negri in the amount of $94. 
óBadge It or Lose Itõ Raffle Allen Murray did not have his badge so the two month prize pot rolls over to next month.  
 

Howard spoke about the Sideways Tour, and SCVCCôs 25th Anniversary in May, the Silver State Classic in May, and the 
annual Super Bowl Party in February at the Seeleyôs.  Emphasis on the Photo Contest ï and pictorial collage for May. 
 

Quartermaster and Club Wear coordinator Bill Thomas delivered new jackets to Charles and Heidi Haen, Sandy Correll, 
and Ed Shaver.  The club blankets are sold out, but if enough interest is generated we can order again in the near future. 
See the website for details. 
 

Publicity ï Linda Ogden was absent so we had no report. 
 

Newsletter ï Nothing new to report J 
New Business -  Barrie Bennett has resigned as Treasurer due to personal matters, Paul Trock has volunteered for the 
duty.  Motion by Bill Thomas to approve the new member, second by Sara Seeley.  Unanimously approved. 
Car Show 2006 ï tentatively scheduled for October 7.  Details to follow. 
 
 

Car Talk ï Bill Thomasôs new car is almost here é.. Ǉ Jim Fulmer confirmed that after a brief ride with John Noble, that the 
new Z06 is MUCH faster than a standard C6   Ǉ  Tom Coussens has his 1966 427 stingray for sale é he decided to buy a 
brand new C6  Ǉ  John Noble described the Silver State Classic experiences he has had, encourages any one who is 
interested to DO IT  Ǉ   
 
Saraôs Stats ï we have 90 cars ï 43% (39) are  RED, 13% (12) are SILVER , 12% (11) are BLACK,  11% (10) are BLUE, 
8% (7) are YELLOW,, 6%(5) are WHITE, 2% are GREEN, 1 ORANGE, 1 BROWN .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Robert Ruiz   Jan 3  

   Richard Gauthier  Jan 5  

   Steve Jacobson  Jan 7  

   Dan Clarkson   Jan 14  

   Shelia Percivalle  Jan 25  

   Sonique Sanasarian  Jan 28  

   Debby Dooley  Jan 30  
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Corvettes  In ¹Action  

 
 
Buttonwillow Raceway ð CA      On a cool (okay letôs face it, damn cold) morning around 6:00am several brave souls of our 
club gathered at Carlôs Jr. restaurant for coffee and a light meal.  We were heading out for a High Performance Driverôs 
Education day at the SCCA road course at Buttonwillow.  Howard, Fred, Steve Jacobson, and Bob Cooke gathered around 
sipping coffee while Ron Bauer had left much earlier as he was towing his car on a trailer to the event. 
 

The usual driverôs meeting took place with warnings to be careful as the CHP has high levels of patrol out around Gorman and 
Buttonwillow to tag the would be racer.  We preformed our radio checks, turned on the radar detectors, fired up our cars, and 
headed North on Interstate 5. 
 

The drive up there was pretty uneventful with the exception of the CHP officer that we picked up on our radar detectors.  As Fred 
and I got on the brakes and radioed to the rest of the group I guess there was a another car following us that didnôt have a clue 
as to why we slowed and sure enough the CHP officer pulled from the shoulder and onto the highway, zoomed right up behind 
this guy and pulled him over with red lights a flashing. 
 
Upon our arrival we checked in at the main office building to sign 
their release of liability form, and get our lunch ticket along with a 
map of the track.  The Buttonwillow track has numerous 
configurations.  For todayôs activities they set up two separate 
tracks.  The East Loop (1.06 Mile) and the West Loop (1.86 Mile)   
Since there were more then than usual number of first timers they 
assigned the returning group to the smaller East Loop.  Our group 
qualified as returning students even though not all of us had driven 
this track before.  This was because of our previous experience in 
the Danny McKeeverôs program we did back in October. 
 
After a brief tech inspection there was a general driverôs meeting 
which introduced the instructors, track rules, flags, etc.  First timers 
(Yellow and Blue Group) stayed for a detailed discussion on car 
control, braking, weight transfer, lines through the corner, etc.   
The Red Group (about 20 or so) put on helmets and took two 
mandatory laps on the East Loop with an instructor driving.  My 
instructor was nice and gave good general directions and offered 
to help me work on any areas that I wanted to get down a little 
smoother later in the afternoon.  The East Loop was pretty tight 
with lots of turns and only one straightaway.  The track is much 

better prepared than ñThe Streetsò of Willow Springs.  A lot easier on tires 
and suspension too. 
 
For our first session, we divided into two random groups, but it was clear 
right off the bat that some of us were faster than others and with only one 
passing zone it was quickly realized that we needed to switch some people 
around.  Fortunately, we got most of our club members together in the same 
(Fast) group.  As I followed a guy in a Subaru STi, we passed two cars on 
the short straight, but I guess the Subaru got loose entering the corner and 
spun around right in front of me.  No harm, no foul, but it was just one of 
many spins this guy took during the day.  You quickly learn who to stay away 
from. 
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The second session was much like the first.  A little cat and mouse game of chasing each other combined with taking different 
lines through the turns to better sharpen you driving skills made for a lot of fun.  Although they were not timing the laps, I did 
have my video camera going and when I got home I was not only able to determine my laps times and see how they compared 
lap to lap, but also analyze my own driving skills.  You can really see the finer points and learn a great deal from it.  It was 
interesting to see that I knocked off several seconds off my lap times, especially when there was a clear track. 
 
After the third session we stopped for lunch.  It was a nice BBQ tri-tip with beans, 
salad, bread, and sodas.  The cloud cover had started to disappear, but it was still a 
bit cool and most everyone ate inside.  The track has a very nice club/training room 
and gift shop.  With lunch now over, most of us hit the gift shop as we were each given 
a $15 credit on any purchased item.   I think most of us settled on a Buttonwillow t-
shirt. 
 
The game plan for the second half of the day combined both tracks together to form a 
3 mile track with several passing zones.  Top speeds were around 120 down the straights.  I wish I could have stayed around for 
this part, but I had to leave early for a family Christmas party in Upland.  

 
Fred said that during the last run around 3:00 pm with only the Red Group on the track -- 
he picked up an instructor that drives a C5 Corvette and he was quite complimentary on 
Fredôs driving around the many turns.  There were just a few where he apexed too early 
and braked a little too late.  The instructor also gave a great pointer going over the hill on 
the West course that really helped...wait to turn in a little and jerk the wheel so you go 
over the hump a little straighter. 
 
On one of the afternoon sessions, Ron and a guy in 
a brand new Porsche Carrera S, prepared by one 

of the local speed shops there, came on the track.  He and Ron played cat and mouse the 
whole session.  The guy came up to Ron after the session to check out his car.  Not bad 
when a 10 year old fairly stock Corvette with track tires gives a top of the line sports car a 
run for its money. 
  
Sometimes people donôt think, and that applies to both track and street driving.  Ron 
experienced this first hand.  On one session he had a modified Nissan 350Z who was 
holding him up and determined to not let him pass.  Ron finally got passed him and the guy is doing his best to keep up.  On the 
back straight after the hill he follows Ron into the corner and must not have realize his speed and goes straight off course into 
the dirt!  Funny when people like that get the deer in the head lights view and are so intent on not letting people pass them. 
 

For those of you that crave the need for speed, these track events are a great 
source of fun and excitement.  The best part is that you only have to drive as 
fast as you desire.  Thereôs no pressure to drive over your head, just let them 
pass.  Concentrate on your own driving skills and learn to improve them.  This 
is by far a safer place to go fast and appreciate you carôs ability along with 
testing your own skills than driving fast on the street.  
 
See you at the next driving event, 
 
Howard 
 
 

 
Check out the video action links below: 
 

Subaru STi spins out in front of Howard  - Approx 12.4MB 
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button1.MPG 
 

Ron passes Howard ï Approx 8.1MB 
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button2.MPG 
 

Howard trail-brakes a little too much and gets really loose ï Approx 8.0MB 
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button3.MPG 
 

http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button1.MPG
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button2.MPG
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/eventsPerformance/video/Button3.MPG
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Holiday Party Extravagana 
 

Dressed in their finery, the gentlemen were handsome and dashing, the ladies were gorgeous 
and elegant. Yes, it was the gathering of SCVCCôs Christmas celebration 2005 . There were 80 
of us, in warm holiday spirit, assembled together at Marie Callendarôs to share a special 
evening, a sumptuous meal, a fun gift exchange, and some comedy.  Our regular meeting room 
was festively decorated with a Christmas tree, Bill and Judy Thomasô had generously delivered 
red pointsettas to adorn the tabletops.  Couples began arriving around 6:30, bearing gifts to 
share, and toys to send to children.  We filled a large cardboard box with a wide variety of toys.   
 

There were long time members, and brand new members.  Some club members brought family 
and guests. The cocktail and social hour found the mingling conversations full of stories and 
memories. Loren Davidson was the photographer extraordinaire (our undying gratitude for most 
of the fabulous pictures, Loren you ROCK!!) , capturing couples photos, candid moments, and 
the essence of the holiday.  Someone (we think Ms.Ramieri?) brought a portable photo printer 
which turned out fabulous 3òx4ò prints on the spot.  They were a big hit.  What a great idea!!!!!  
 

Dinner was ópromptlyô served and we did what we do best ï we ate. Following the meal, Howard 
said óa fewô words.  He announced the results of the Photo Contest (Tom Clayton et al) Then 
came the gift exchange.  There were over 40 participants in the gift exchange, Howard and Sara 
had given out numbers to those who brought gifts to exchange, and then randomly drew 
numbers for people to make their way to the gift table and make their selection from the 
beautifully wrapped presents. The unwrapping happened as each person returned to their 
seats, and there were smiles around the room.  Many of the gifts were definitely Corvette and 
car related, some were serious and some were silly, but they were all fun and wonderful, from 
our vantage point. 
 

Enter the comedians.  Well it was audience participation again.  The headliner was a master at 
costume changing and impersonations.  Sort of.  He got the crowd laughing and was very 
interactive with club members.  The evening was a great time, and started our holidays off on 
the right track.  These photos say it better than anything we could write. 

 

      

    

   

Photos on Pg 10: 

The Before shot,  

óDadô Phil  inspectingunder the 

hood. 

 

Photos on this page:  

Top: Son Stephen Coussens  

Above right: Tom & Denise 

awarded ñBest Restoration in 

Progressò Valencia Cruise Night 

Above: The After shot 

Right:  The Finished Product. 
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Our club óMamieacô (you have to see his License plate) 
is the one and only Les Hershberger.  Mild-mannered 
Counselor at Arroyo Seco Junior High by day, Les is a 
bon vivant nights and weekends.  He and Mamie 
(Wong) have been married for 21 years and make the 
most of their personal time.  A clean shaven Les joined 
SCVCC in February 2005 after purchasing his very first 
Corvette ï a 2004 Yellow coupe; it is his first Chevy 
since he sold his 1956 station wagon in 1969! He has 
added the very distinguished beard since then. 
 
Les has owned a number of other sports cars and is a 
former member of the San Fernando Harley Riders 
Club and joined our club to meet people with similar 
interests.  For exercise and to unwind, Les can be 
found on the volleyball court in a friendly tournament 
with fellow faculty members.   
 
The Hershbergerôs have a variety of hobbies and 
interests ï including SCUBA diving, fine dining, 
collecting fine wines (Les and Mamie were among the 
guests on the Sideways Wine Tour in November, and 
they were lots of fun!), travel, and Vizsla dogs (the 
breed is a Hungarian medium-sized short-haired 
hunting dog). 
 
Lesô favorite food is sushi, and his favorite restaurant is 
JiRaffe in Santa Monica which serves a ónew 
American-Frenchô fare.  As for a favorite vacation 
destination, he really couldnôt settle on one, he said 
óYou name it, weôve probably been thereô, I guess their 
bags are almost always packed!! 
For his favorite Road Trip ï well he claimed that the 
Harley óLove Rideô holds that spot.  They have just 
recently begun joining SCVCC runs, so weôll have to 
check back for updates. 
 
 

A Little Fun Fact: Les taught Bill Orenôs daughter to play baritone horn in 1979. Since I had no 
idea who Bill Oren was, a little research revealed that Bill owned the Signal Oil Gas Station at 
Solemint Junction, back in óthe dayô. All in all, this means that Les is an accomplished brass 
musician in his own right.  
 
Les and Mamie have kept a low profile, up til now, but there are wonderful layers of these fine 
folks that we will find upon peeling away the protective outer coating.  They are active, fun, 
and interesting é and I think we need to find out more about their travels!  Seek them out 
hiding beneath their baseball caps .. they have secrets to share!!! 
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This profile came to us as you read it , with a little 
questioning for some extra info é and we saw no 
reason to change a word, this friends,  is priceless!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Walker. Born July 6 during World War II, married to the 

sweet Patricia Walker, born within a month of him.  He is a 

local semi truck driver, Pat takes care of the home front.  They 
have been married 41 years, have 4 grown sons, and one 18 
year old granddaughter. 
 óI bought my first corvette in April of 2000 a 1987 dark red 
convertible,  after wanting one since I saw my first one back in 
the fifties. Took me a while to get there!  
We have owned 2 Corvettes, the dark red 1987, still have it, and 
then we got a 2000 torch red convertible in August of 2004.  I 
joined the club (SCVCC) in July of 2000 (If I remember right, Pat 
joined a couple of years later).  I thought I would be able to learn 
a lot from other people with Corvettes. Plus The Wife and I both 
wanted to meet people, get out, and go places. It has worked out 
great, love the runs we all go on. 
Favorites: Food ï Love Bar-B-Q;  Restaurant - Wood Ranch 
BBQ; Vacation destination ï Some place warm, Maybe the 
Caribbean; Road Trip/Run ï The Kern River run if I had to pick, 
but I really like all of them. The friendly people, the camaraderie, 
of it all. 
 

Something We Donôt Know About You ï  
  I was born in Oklahoma City, Ok.  But My parents moved to 
Escondido, Ca. when I was two years old . I went all though 
school there. In about 1960 I moved to Des Moines, Iowa. With 
what ended up being an ex-wife soon after we got there.Pat was 
born in Hartford Connecticut, where she went though the second 
year in high school then moved to Conway, Mass. where she 
finished school, and then joined the US Navy. 
 
  
 

After she left the Navy she did a little traveling around, and 
during a stop in Des Moines, she stopped to have a pizza 
with a friend. Upon walking through the door, who does she 
see making a pizza, ME!  Patô s words here were, ñThat's 
who I am going to marry.ò  So she sent back the 
engagement ring she had just received from a boyfriend in 
the Navy.  
 

That is the story of how two people from opposite ends of 
the country (her, the NorthEast corner of the country, me 
the SouthWest corner) met in the middle. So here we are 
41 years later.ô 
 

 óAs for as raising four boys - what can I say, it has not 
really been that bad. We now have one living in Conroe 
Texas, the other three are still here in Canyon Country. 
New Years resolutions - we never make any because we 
know we would never keep it anyway. 
 As far as hobbies, we really don't have any. We used to 
like to go country dancing on the weekends, but gave that 
up when Pat developed arthritis.  Now Pat likes to spend 
her time reading mystery novels. I like to drive my Corvette 
every chance I get. I also spend a lot of time on the 
Corvette Forum, reading what other people have to say 
about their Corvette. I have learned a lot about Corvettes 
from there.ô 
 

We have learned that the most amazingly wonderful people 
sit across the table from us at any meeting.  The Walkers, 
are truly spectacular, but each month we are tickled and 
blessed to have the opportunity to unveil great insights to a 
club full of terrific people.  Meet the Walkers, they are a true 
gift, unwrap this one and hold it tight.   
 




