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Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club - P.O. Box 1175, Canyon Country, CA  91351 

www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com 

 
 

Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month  
Social Hour at 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Marie Callender‟s   
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain) 
Valencia  

Next Business Meeting:   August 4, 2005 

 

 

 

Social Gathering every 3rd Thursday of each Month  
Social Hour at 6:30 p.m. 

Route 66 Classic Grill   
18730 Soledad Canyon Rd (Edward‟s Entertainment Ctr.) 
Canyon Country  

 
Next Social Gatherings: July 21, 2005   and   August 18, 2005 

 

 

 

 

Please note that if you have received a hard copy of this Newsletter, our records show that you DO NOT have an 

e-mail address – if you DO have e-mail, please advise Jeff Hernandez at SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net  and 

we’ll send the Newsletter electronically!   

 

July / August  2005    

Newsletter 

http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/
mailto:SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net
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SCVCC Officers 2005 / 2006 

 
  Telephone email 

 
PRESIDENT 

 
HOWARD BUTLER 

 
661-298-4209 

 
HButler@diskeeper.com 

 
VICE- PRESIDENT 

 
WAYNE SIMON 

 
661-296-1264 

 
LT5power@aol.com 

 
SECRETARY AND 

PUBLICITY 

 
LINDA OGDEN 

 
661-255-0600 

 
JoeLindaOgden@aol.com 

 
TREASURER 

 
BARRIE BENNETT 

 
661-259-5050 

 
BarrieBennett@comcast.net 

 

 
QUARTERMASTER 

 
BILL THOMAS 

 
661-295-1216 

 
WThomas674@aol.com 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
LOREN DAVIDSON 

 
661-296-3564 

 
LDcrossbow@comcast.net 

 
OVERNIGHT RUN 

ACTIVITIES 

 
SARA SEELEY 

 
661-250-0125 

 
Sara@SaraSeeley.com 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

AND  
FUN RUN ACTIVITIES 

 
FRED SEELEY 

661-250-0125 
FAX 250-1470 

 
FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net 

 
PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 

 
RON BAUER 

 
661-702-1958 

 
Ron@BauerRacing.org 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITORS 

 
JEFF HERNANDEZ 

MOIRA MOE 

 
(626)484-7905 
(818)367-7020 

 
JeffWine@earthlink.net 

MoiraWine@earthlink.net 

 
WEBMASTER 

 
DEBI CLARKSON 

  
DebinDan@comcast.net 

 
 

   
 

July 4    Jake Bledsoe  

July 6  Jack Walker 

July 10 Marci Simon 

July 19 John Williams 

July 20 Renee Trock 

July 23 Howard Yamamoto 

 Glenn Hesselbrock 

July 24 Jim McNown 

   Joel Miller 

 Gene Schmidt 

July 25 Paul Swerdlick 

 

Aug 3  Cindy Siecke 

Aug 7  Allen Murray 

Aug 9  Wayne Simon 

        Tom Tobin 

Aug 11 John Phillips 

Aug 16 Bill Jensen, Jr 

      Ron Mongeau 

Aug 19 Sara Seeley 

  Lynnell Bauer 

Aug 20 Ron Wolfson 

Aug 22 Howard Butler

 

 

mailto:HButler@diskeeper.com
mailto:LT5power@aol.com
mailto:JoeLindaOgden@aol.com
mailto:BarrieBennett@comcast.net
mailto:WThomas674@aol.com
mailto:LDcrossbow@comcast.net
mailto:Sara@SaraSeeley.com
mailto:FredLSeeley@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Ron@BauerRacing.org
mailto:SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net
mailto:JeffWine@earthlink.net
mailto:MoiraWine@earthlink.net
mailto:DebinDan@comcast.net
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SCVCC  Upcoming Calendar of Events 
(Club events are in blue)  

http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/events.html 

 
 

July 21  Social Gathering at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
July 23  So Cal Solo2 Practice Event at California Speedway 

 
Aug 4  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. / 7:30 p.m. 
 
Aug 12-13 Black Vette Gathering with CorvetteCruzin.com, Reno, NV 
 
Aug 13  S.S. Lane Victory Military Cruise Ship  (sold out) 
 
Aug 18  Social Gathering at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 

Aug 27 SCVCC Car Show @ Route 66 Classic Grill 
     Our flagship event – we NEED YOUR support!! 
 
Sept 1  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. / 7:30 p.m. 
 
Sept 2-3 Red Vette Gathering with CorvetteCruzin.com, Reno, NV 
 
Sept 15  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
Sept 17  Nethercutt Antique Car Collection & Brunch 8:00 a.m. departure 
 
Sept 24  6

th
 Annual Cruisin’ for a Cure – Orange County Fairgrounds 

The world's largest one-day car show dedicated to helping find a cure for Prostate Cancer. 

 
Sept 25  12th Annual All Corvette Show hosted by RedLine Corvettes 
 
Oct 1  SCVCC Driver’s Training School 
 
Oct 6  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. / 7:30 p.m. 
 
Oct 16 or 17 Ojai Valley Inn & Spa Brunch Run - details pending 
 
Oct 20  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 
 
Nov 3  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. / 7:30 p.m.     
 
Nov 5  Two Tujunga Run & Saturday Brunch departure 8:30 a.m. 
 
Nov 11-13    Wine Tasting “Sideways” Run & stay at the Union Hotel/Victorian Mansion 
    Just like the movie, but with a slight twist! 

 
Nov 17  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 

 
Dec 1  Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. / 7:30 p.m. 
 
Dec 10  SCVCC Holiday Soirée at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. cocktails 
 
Dec 15  SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m. 

 

http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/events.html
http://www.solo2.com/
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/redBlack.doc
http://www.lanevictory.org/
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/harley.doc
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/redBlack.doc
http://www.nethercuttcollection.org/
http://www.cruisinforacure.com/
http://www.redlinecorvettes.com/
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/driversTrain.doc
http://www.ojairesort.com/
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/2tujunga.doc
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/wineAdventure.doc
http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/flyers/wineAdventure.doc
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President’s Message 
 

 
I am deeply honored to have been elected as your new President.  I don‟t plan or want to 
change much of anything we are doing.  We have enjoyed tremendous growth this past 
year and I want to commend each of you for your support and participation in the club‟s 
activities.  For those who haven‟t been on one of our events lately, I want to extend a 
personal invitation to come on out and have some fun and meet your fellow club members. 
 
We have a lot of awesome events planned for the rest of this year and the various Activities 
Chairpersons are hard at work on next year‟s events.  In fact, we‟ve split the events 
activities into three sections.  In addition to being the Chairman of the Board, Fred Seeley 
will handle our highly successful “Fun Runs” which are simply morning/afternoon drives to 
some neat location for food and drink.  Sara Seeley and her great attention to detail will be 
handling the “Overnight” activities and naturally our SCCA Auto-X points leader Ron Bauer 
will be focused on the “Performance” activities. 
 
Wayne Simon is returning as Vice President and will continue to sell the raffle tickets for 
the monthly “50/50” and “Badge It or Lose It” drawings.  Returning for a third tour, Loren 
Davidson will be handling Membership and will keep track of our members and who‟s next 
in line to join from the prospective members list. 
 
Some of the new changes in the board are that Bill and Judy Thomas will be passing the 
Secretary‟s job of documenting the official minutes of our meetings on to Linda Ogden.  
Linda has done a terrific job filling-in in the past.  In addition, she will also handle any 
Publicity needs for the club as they arise.   Bill‟s not off the hook so easily, as he will now 
take on the official title of Quartermaster full time, and will be responsible for club 
merchandise. 
 
We not only have a new newsletter editor, but two.  Jeff Hernandez and Moira Moe will 
jointly handle this very important function as it is our way of communicating to not only our 
members, but to other clubs as well.  I would also like to thank Bob Siecke for being our 
Treasurer for the past two years, but all good things do come to an end and we do have a 
new Treasurer, Barrie Bennett.  Barrie brings with him a keen sense of financial 
responsibility and commitment to keeping the club financially solvent. 
 
Please join me in welcoming the Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club‟s Board of Directors for 
2005/2006.  Hip Hip Hooray!!! 
 
Hang on, it‟s going to be a fun fast ride!!! 
 
 

Howard Butler 
President 
Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 
hbutler@diskeeper.com 

 

 
 

 

mailto:hbutler@diskeeper.com
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Notes from the July 7th Business Meeting 
 
 
Introduction of the New Board Members and their appointed positions was performed by the newly 

elected President Howard Butler.. 
Plaques of Appreciation were presented to outgoing President Fred Seeley and Treasurer Bob Siecke 
for their dedication at the last Board meeting.  
 
Minutes of the June 2

nd
  Business meeting were read by Secretary Linda Ogden and approved. 

Treasurer Barrie Bennett gave the financial report.  Our club is solvent.  Annual dues are due July 1.  

Past due August 1.  Report was approved. 
Membership Chair Loren Davidson introduced several visitors at the club meeting.  We welcomed 3 

new members: Steven Marks, Wally Manning, and Janie Hansen. 
50/50 Raffle winner was Tom Clayton. 
„Badge It or Lose It’ Raffle was not claimed.  Funds roll over to August meeting. 
 
Upcoming activities were discussed and new runs were announced.   
John Noble mentioned the Vintage Corvette Clubôs White Elephant Auction and BBQ which will be held 
on September 10.   
The SCVCC Photo Shoot has had to be postponed.  An alternate location is being sought.  Any viable 
suggestions???? 
 
Car Talk  
Ron Wolfson discussed a „permanent oil filter‟ made of metal which is washable.   
Loren spoke about his experience at the Corvette Diner in San Diego and recommends a visit.   
Howard mentioned a new mechanic in Santa Clarita, Total Precision Engines owned by Pete 
Christianson (sp?).  He said this guy is looking for business and might be a good option to check out. 
 

 

 

C6 A New American  Icon  
 

The C6, itõs a natural-born Corvette, which is no small feat, considering that the 

shape is fresh a nd familiar, at the same time.  That familiarity comes not just from the 

C4 and C5 inspired proportions, but also from styling cues lifted from each of the 

preceding generations. While avoiding overt retro styling themes, the designer, Tom 

Peters, baked in  enough heritage cues to satisfy even the most discriminating 

Corvette connoisseurs.   

 

It starts with the exposed headlamps and grille texture, an egg crate affair that 

recalls the first generation Corvette.  Homage is paid to the 1963 -õ67 models with a 

single power dome on the hood (as opposed to the C5õs twin dome look). Rain 

gutters on the lift -out targa top that mimics the way the Stingrayõs doors cut into the 

roof, and the boattail -shaped glass hatch that is similar to the C2õs fastback lines.  The 

C3 Corvette is seen in the flowing front fenders and slightly pinched waist, which 

recall that carõs Coke bottle styling. 

 

Peters said he also took cues from the F -22 Raptor fighter, particularly in the area 

of the side scoops, which look like reversed jet i ntakes.  Some of the shaping of the 

glass hatch is also reminiscent of the Raptorõs canopy. 

 

Borrowed from Road & Track, February 2004  
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The Plastic Fantastic Overnight Trip   June 11 
 
June 11, 2005.  The 28th Annual Plastic Fantastic Corvettes Only Car Show was a glorious display of 
rainbow fiberglass.  There were vintage series, classic restorations, and a myriad of new generation 
Corvettes in varying stages of ómodificationô.  Chrome, color, speed enhancers, and polishing cloths aplenty.  
San Diegoôs Seaport Village Embarcadero provided a lovely backdrop to some estimated 200 Corvettes.  
The weather was slightly warm, slightly breezy, and slightly overcast (to keep us from being blinded by the 
sunôs reflection off the high shine finishes).   
 

A small contingent from SCVCC gathered at McDonaldôs early Saturday morning for a quick sprint south 
down the 405.  Lead by Fred, our group of 5 wove in and out of light traffic gracefully.  Not even a need for a 
órest stopô along the way! The venue was easy to find, parking was good, we arrived by 10 am and casually 
strolled around taking in the beauty of horsepower on display.  Few vendors speckled the scene, just lots of 
proud owners happy to tell their tales of devotion, what they have done to their car so far, and what lies 
ahead for óherô future. 
 

                        
 

We saw the beauty which adorns the cover of the August 2005 óVette magazine.  Spectacular.  No other 
word for it.  Simply awesome paint job, and some cool supercharged stuff to justify the flames.  The owners 
were like proud parents of a brand new baby.   
 

After the automotive exhilaration, we adjourned to a lovely lunch at Edgewater Grill and then the HOV lane 
dash to North Countyôs Doubletree Golf Resort at Carmel Highlands.  We were joined by Gene & Cindy 
Schmidt who left SCV around 11 a.m. and spent 4 hours in heavy traffic (Note: trips south require an early 
departure time).  Doubletreeôs famous warm chocolate chip cookies at check-in é always a bonus.  And 
speaking of bonuses, it wouldnôt be a story if someone didnôt have a hotel glitch.  The Seeleyôs opened the 
door to their room and found a young man getting out of the shower é whoops.  Clerical error.  Fun story. 
 

For dinner, after all, we are an eating club; we stayed at the resort and ate at the restaurant, fittingly named 
Mulliganôs.  D®j¨ vu?     
 

Early Sunday morning we were treated to a little earth shake, courtesy of Mother Nature.  At breakfast we 
split into 2 groups, the Gamblers and the Winers.  3 cars headed to Pechanga for a spin with Lady Luck, 3 
cars headed to Temecula for a visit with Bacchus the god of Wine.  (Both only 40 miles north from our hotel) 
 

Reports from the Gambling Tour suggested that they had fun, made some small donations to the local tribal 
gaming economy, and would do it again.   
 

For the Wine Tasters, we had a gorgeous day to tour the region.  Quick stops at Thornton Callaway and, 
Falkner.  A quaint facility up a hill, with a nice tasting room and lovely patio, hosting a free jazz trio concert in 
their courtyard. 
 

La dolce vida.  Wine, music, fast cars, good friends.  Life is sweet. 



7 

 

 

Santa Paula Airport Day Run     June 5 
 
The historic Santa Paula Airport and Aviation Museum is celebrating their 75 th Anniversary this 
year. At the recommendation of Membership Chair Loren Davidson, SCVCC took advantage of the 
opportunity to visit the airport and museum on the first Sunday of June.    
 

An impressive and colorful array of 30 Corvettes headed out Highway 126 in linear formation.  A 
virtual automotive rainbow, streaming along the highway, ultimately flowing onto the tarmac at 
Santa Paula Municipal Airport.  
 

Loren arranged for a tour guide to share some of the aviation history to our group.  The airport has 
served numerous celebrities and dignitaries over the decades.  We were encouraged to meander 
among the hangars, most of which are privately owned by aircraft enthusiasts (many of whom are 
also car enthusiasts and collectors!)  These hangars are referred to as óindustrial real estateô, and 
many of the owners have constructed a home-away-from-home within.  Pretty awesome places!   
 

      
 
Donna Bledsoe got a bonus trip; she had óconnectionsô and scored the óE ticketô ride of the day.  
Taxiing down the runway in óThe DeLaminatorô, an experimental aircraft, she and her pilot headed 
straight into the clouds after making a low altitude fly-by of our group as we watched from the 
safety of the ground.  Well, she was excited when she was being buckled into the crafté.but she 
was totally giddy and bubbly when she walked into Logsdonôs, where we were assembled for 
brunch, and she was greeted with a round of applause.  What an adventurous lady!!! 
 

As we headed home, some of us took the side trip to the newly opened Bobôs Big Boy Express for 
a bit of dessert.  They make a pretty fabulous Hot Fudge Brownie Sundae, but it just wasnôt the 
same as the classic Bobôs Big Boy Drive-In of our youth!  And really, how many of us would have 
allowed the roller skating waitresses to hang that tray off the side of our óVettes? 
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4th of July Parade 
 
The SCVCC was handsomely represented by 22 of the prettiest Corvettes in the Santa Clarita 
Valley.  We gathered early at Green Thumb Nursery, where Joel and Linda Ogden presented each 
entry vehicle with a patriotic gift bag filled with red, white, and blue beads, bottled water, and snack 
bars.  Moving on to the parade óstaging areaô, drivers and passengers got busy with the decorating.   
 
Flags, bunting, bows, streamers, garland, balloons, scarves, hats, pinwheels, one great big white 
teddy bear, and 2 live doggies dressed to the teeth.  WE had it ALL, and we looked maaahvelous!! 
 
The parade route was lined with families, blankets, folding chairs, EZ Ups, and many folks waving 
flags.  It was warm, but the nice breeze kept it comfortable.  The smiles on the faces of the children 
were priceless.  As we idled along (behind the horsey brigade), the crowds begged to hear our 
pony-power, so engines revved and young boys decided on their future dream cars!  Also spotted 
along the parade route were familiar faces, SCVCC members who came to show support, friends, 
family, and neighbors who all came out to fly their colors ï truly appreciated! 
 
As with most of our events, we found our way to gather for food.  Lunch was at BJôs Brewery in the 
Valencia Town Center.  Joined by more club members who could not be with us for the parade, we 
had a good-sized group on the patio sharing in the celebration of Independence Day.  Iôm proud to 
be an American.  Happy Birthday America!!! 

 

 
 

Pierpont Inn and Rubicon Theatre     July 9th 
 
Ventura was the perfect escape from the toasty temperatures offered in the Valley on the July 9 th 
weekend.  13 Corvettes and 2 SUVôs headed to the Pierpont Inn Saturday afternoon.  Newly 
appointed Activities Chair, Sara Seeley organized a lovely overnight trip that included everything!!!!  
A wine and cheese party upon arrival, a wonderful dinner at Austenôs, the hotelôs restaurant, a 
stage production at the historic Rubicon Theatre (ñTuesdays With Morrieò starring Harold Gould), 
the nightôs lodging in the charming hotel, and Sunday brunch at Austenôs. 
 
Sara and Laurie Woodson generously provided shuttle service to and from the Rubicon in their 
SUVôs (the local taxi company provided complications to the original plan).  For the record, our 
óshuttlesô rode better, smelled better, and the drivers were much prettier, than any other cab I have 
ever been in! 
 
We had some new faces along for the trip (members and guests), and some faces we hadnôt seen 
in a long while too!  If you have not made this trip in the past, be sure to make it soon.  It is a great 
value for the price, and a wonderful opportunity to get familiar with club members you havenôt had 
the chance to ómeetô before. 
 
Great job Sara, thanks for your flawless attention to details, brilliant solution to the transportation 
issue, and for Jeffôs and my first Pierpont Inn experience! 
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A Corvette Story …. 

 

A senior citizen in Florida bought his first brand new Corvette convertible.  
  

He took off down the road, flooring it to 80 m ph and enjoying the wind blowing through what little hair he had left 

on his head.  "This is great,ó he thought, as he roared down I-75. He pushed the pedal to the metal.  
 

Then he looked in his rear view mirror and saw a Highway Patrol trooper behind him, blue lights flashing and siren 

blaring. "I can get away from him with no problem," thought the man, and he tromped on it some more, flying down 

the road at over 100 mph, then 110, and then 120 mph!  
 

Then he thought, "What am I doing? I'm too old for this k ind of thing." He pulled over to the side of the road and 

waited for the trooper to catch up with him.  

  

The trooper pulled in behind the Corvette and walked up to the driverõs side window. "Sir," he said, looking at his 

watch. "My shift ends in 30 minutes , and today is Friday. If you can give me a reason why you were speeding that 

I've never heard before, I'll let you go."  

 

The man looked at the trooper and said, "Well Officer, years ago, my wife ran off with a Florida state trooper, and 

I thought you were  bringing her back."  
  

The trooper replied, "Sir, have a nice day!"  
 

As shared by Fred Seeley  
 
 

 

 
 

Corvettes In Action 
 
 

The California Sports Car Club (http://www.solo2.com) hosts an Autocross Practice and 
championship series at California Speedway, in Fontana, each month. Here are a couple 
of exceptional shots from the June event of Ron Bauer in his 1996 Grand Sport.  
 
The next upcoming event is on July 23

rd
  (closed practice), July 24

th
   & August 13

th.
  

(Race open to all). For more details contact Ron at Ron@BauerRacing.org 
 

            
 

 

If you would like to showcase your "Corvette In Action", please send a photo along with a 
brief narrative to Jeff Hernandez at SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net). 

http://www.solo2.com/
mailto:Ron@BauerRacing.org
mailto:SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net
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Sunscreen vs. Sunblock é  
Whatôs the Difference, You Ask??? 
 
Sunscreen absorbs (or filters) UV rays before they damage the skin.  
Sunblock  reflects (or blocks) UV rays from reaching the skin. 
Sunscreen  must be applied 30 minutes  before  going out into the sun  
to allow the chemicals to soak into your skin.  
Sunblock will begin to work as soon as you rub it on,  because  
it sits on top of your skin.  
 
Always choose and use a suns creen that is : 
ü SPF 15  or higher.  
ü óBroad-spectrumô (protects from UVA and UVB rays). 
ü Waterproof  or sweat-proof. 
ü Reapply  sunscreen every 2 hours. 
 
Use sunscreen and lip balm regularly to protect yourself and your family  
from the harmful rays of the sun.  I tôs so easy! 
For more info visit www.gosunsmart.org 

 

 

Our 5 th  Annual Car Show  
is just 1 month away !!!!  

 
Your support is vital in making SCVCCôs Flagship charity event a 
victory celebration.  
 
We are still accepting donati ons for the raffle prizes!  Gift 
baskets, gift items, gift certificates, and corporate donations.  
 
Donôt forget to get your Corvette or Harley entered into the show, 
itôs not a car show without cars on display!!! 
 
And most of all ï bring your smiling faces  (and those of family 
and friends) to Route 66Classic Grill on August 27.  
 
Good food, great entertainment, trophies, raffle prizes é 

One Hot August Night  !!!!  

 

../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/Moira/Local%20Settings/Temp/www.gosunsmart.org
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Alignment 101 
By Ron Bauer, Performance Activities 

 

How important is wheel alignment?  

How important is tire life and the frequency you buy new tires?  Research indicates that the 

average car is driven about 12,000 miles per year.  A car with toe alignment just 0.34 degrees 

(just 0.17 inches) out of specification has dragged its tires sideways for more than 68 miles by the 

end of the year.  What do you think that does to tread life! How important is handling, steering 

response and feedback to you?  

 

What are the noticeable "symptoms" of a car that is out of alignment?  

¶ Excessive or uneven tire wear 

¶ Steering wheel pulls to the left or right 

¶ Poor steering response or wandering 

¶ Steering wheel vibration 

¶ Steering wheel is not centered when car is moving straight ahead 

¶ A misaligned car will suffer in gas mileage  

  

How often should I have my car aligned?  

¶ When you have new tires installed 

¶ At least once a year or more if you put a lot of miles on the car 

¶ If you notice any of the above problems or symptoms 

 

The average price of a 4-wheel alignment is about $90. 

  

What do they check in an alignment? 

Camber: 

Camber is the angle of the wheel, measured in degrees, when viewed from the front of the vehicle.  

If the top of the wheel is leaning out from the center of the car, then the camber is positive, if it's 

leaning in, then the camber is negative.  If the camber is out of adjustment, it will cause tire wear 

on one side of the tire's tread.  If the camber is too far negative, for instance, then the tire will 

wear on the inside of the tread. Camber affects the contact patch (tire surface) that is on the road. 

 

Caster: 

When you turn the steering wheel, the front wheels respond by turning on a pivot attached to the 

suspension system.  Caster is the angle of this steering pivot, measured in degrees, when viewed 

from the side of the vehicle.  If the top of the pivot is leaning toward the rear of the car, then the 

caster is positive, if it is leaning toward the front, it is negative.  If the caster is out of adjustment, 

it can cause problems in straight-line tracking. If the caster is different from side to side, the 

vehicle will pull to the side with the less positive caster.  If the caster is equal but too negative, 

the steering will be light and the vehicle will wander and be difficult to keep in a straight line.  If 

the caster is equal but too positive, the steering will be heavy and the steering wheel may kick 

when you hit a bump.  Caster has little affect on tire wear.  Caster is also what helps the steering 

wheel come back to the center position if you let the wheel slide through your fingers. 

 

Toe: 

The toe measurement is the difference in the distance between the front of the tires and the back 

of the tires.  It is measured in fractions of an inch and is usually set close to zero, which means 

that the wheels are parallel with each other.  Toe-in means that the fronts of the tires are closer to 

each other than the rears (i.e. pigeon toe).  Toe-out is just the opposite.  An incorrect toe-in will 

cause rapid tire wear to both tires equally.  



12 

For the performance enthusiast 

How you prefer your car to handle and react under certain driving conditions will determine the 

type of alignment you want.  The factory settings which are aimed at the day to day to and from 

work driver are good for maximizing tread life and giving the car a more sluggish response to 

steering input (to help the inexperienced driver keep the car on the road).  They are not optimal 

for someone who wants the best performance and steering response for fun runs, canyon carving, 

track use and the like. 

 

Factory camber settings are normally close to zero.  By adding additional negative camber it will 

increase the tires contact patch on the road during cornering, braking, and when the suspension is 

under load.  When the front suspension of our cars are under load the tire goes to a positive 

camber position (due to suspension geometry) affectively not leaving the entire tire on the 

ground.  By adding -1 to -1.5 degrees of negative camber (sometimes more) you will increase the 

tire patch on the road during these conditions.  More tire on the road = better handling.  Negative 

camber will also create a more twitchy feeling in that slight moves of the steering wheel are 

immediately responsive.  Slight negative camber (-1 to -1.5) has little affect on tire wear in my 

experience.  Toe also plays an important factor in handling.  By making a slight adjust out on the 

front and in on the rear of the C4 will make your car feel much more responsive.  Most reputable 

shops will align to your specs, understand the purpose of them, and possibly give you a little 

feedback to help tune to what you want. 

 

Some baseline adjustments 

C4  Daily Driver  Advanced 

Street  

Auto-x Baseline  Track Baseline 

Toe (Front) 1/32" in  0"  3/16" out  0-1/16" out  

Camber (Front) 0° negative  .25° negative  1.5-3° negative  1-3° negative  

Caster (Front) 5-7° positive  5-7° positive  4-5° positive  4-7° positive  

Toe (Rear) 1/8" in  1/8" in  1/16" in  1/8" in  

Camber (Rear) 0°  .50° negative  .75-2.5° negative  .75-2.5° negative  

 

C5  Daily Driver    Advanced 

Street    
Auto-x Baseline  Track Baseline 

   

Toe (Front) 
1/32" in  0" to 1/32" in  1/16" in  1/8"out-1/32" in  

Camber (Front) 
0°  1/4° negative  1/2° negative  1/2° negative  

Caster (Front) 
6-7° positive  6-7° positive  4-6° positive  4-6° positive  

Toe (Rear) 
1/16" in  1/16" in  1/16"-1/4" in  1/8"- 1/4"in  

Camber (Rear) 
0°  1/2° negative  1/4 - 2° negative  3/4 - 2° negative  

 

Sorry, the C6 is too new to find any recommendations yeté  

PS. Donôt forget to check your tire pressures as they play an important factor in tread life and 

handling too. 

 
Memorable Quote for the month:  
"As a passenger, with Ron driving, you really need something to hold onto."  

 - Bob Cooke recalls his Auto -x ride along experience  
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óWild Billô Gets With the Program 
 
On July 15, Bill Thomas, Quartermaster for SCVCC, became a member of the California Highway 
Patrol Senior Volunteer Program (CHP SVP).  The program was established in October 2001 to 
assist the CHP in providing enhanced public services to the community.  It also provides seniors 
with the opportunity to make a definitive contribution toward improving public safety. 
 

Volunteers are involved in all aspects of operations….ready to support officers in any situation:  
Amber Alerts, DUI checkpoints, road closures, street racing, or whatever the job requires.  They 
help to keep our children safe, by conducting safety awareness programs at schools, and 
monitoring traffic with radar trailers in school zones. 
  
Bill, who retired from the LAPD after 30 years of service, wanted to give something back to his 
community.  Bill gets a great deal of satisfaction being able to provide "service to his community," 
and the acceptance and appreciation from the officers he works with. 
  

Bill has agreed to re-educate the CHP on violations dealing with front license plates and tinted 
windows.  He is also working on raising the maximum speed limits, for Corvettes only, of 
course!  You go, Bill!!!! 

 

 

From the Editorsô Desk 
 

SCVCC has experienced the most amazing growth in membership in the past year.  

Who would have EVER imagined weôd have hit our 100 member cap, never mind have 

a waiting list of 15+?!  
 

This success is easily attributable to the outstanding efforts, energy, and enthusiasm 

of the last yearsô Board of Directors and the club members who participate in events 

and attend meeting s as their schedules permit.  
 

More members means that it is harder to know what is going on with everyone first 

hand.  As this Newsletter is the best method we have to keep all members up - to -date 

with activities and happenings, we would like to INVITE and ENCOURAGE your 

contributions!  Write stories, submit Tech Talk spots, share your ideas, photos, 

suggestions, and comments.  We are doing this Newsletter for you; please help us 

make it a valuable resource with entertaining and informative content.  Did we 

m ention sending pictures??!!!  
 

We are very excited about this appointment, it is going to be a great learning 

experience for us, our goal is to help spread our affection for this club.  
 

Enthusiasm is contagious.  Letôs catch it together!! 
 

Jeff and Moira  

Newsletter Editors  

SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net  
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