Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club
P.O. Box 1175
Canyon Country, CA 91351

Find us on the web at www.SantaClaritaCorvetteClub.com

Hit Me With Your Best Shot...

Please take some time to rummage through your photos!! Howard is asembling a
collage of SCVCC photographic moments for our 25" Anniversary.
But first there is the Photo Contest.
There will be prizes for the best, but the goal is to create a pictorial of our magic!
PLEASE send your 3 best shots to Howard by December 1 !l
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Board Position Vacancy i Any Volunteers???
Barrie Bennett will be resigning his position as Treasurer due to some business
opportunities which will require all of his energies. We are looking for an honest, hard-

wor ki ng, dependabl e agébeadadn ccduwrbtbesr & utnod sman Do €

but you get to hang out with the Boar.d
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http://www.santaclaritacorvetteclub.com/

SCVCC UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(Club events are in blue. Double-click the underlined for links.)

Dec 1 Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
Dec 10 SCVCC Holiday Soirée at Marie Callender's 6:30 p.m. cocktails

Cocktail hour for mingling, we have so many new members !!!
Reserve now!!! Space still available. Contact Sara@saraseeley.com

Dec 15 SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m.
Dec 17 Buttonwillow Raceway Park Performance Driving Clinic
Jan 5 Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
Jan 7 San SylmarTour | f you enjoyed the Nethercutt éthis goe
Jan 19 SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m.
Feb 2 Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
Feb 5 Super Bowl Sunday Party @ The Seel ey ds
Feb 11-12 Palm Springs Valentinebs Adventure Overnight

Drive to Palm Springs Aerial Tramway, lunch at Elevations Restaurant, stay at
Howar d Johns dfordeserv@iang cak1s880-732-7755 speak to
Lesley Stevens) Sunday visit Glendora Classic Cars on the trip home.
Contact Sara Seeley for more details.

Feb 16 SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m.

Mar 2 Business Meeting at Marie Callender's 6:00 p.m. for dinner
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.

Mar 10-12 Hearst Castle San Simeon Weekend Run (Friday-Sunday)
Leave Friday a.m., drive to San Simeon. Evening tour of Hearst Castle $30 per person.
Saturday, local area chauffeured wine tasting and sightseeing. Sunday drive home.
Accommodations at the Silver Surf Motel . Cost is $265 per couple for both nights.
Includes: 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and group wine tour.
Call for reservations 1-800-621-3999, ask for Beth or Judy. Contact Sara for more details.

Mar 16 SCVCC Gathering Social at Route 66 Classic Grill 6:30 p.m.

For Ron Bauerds Performance Events comprehensive |isting:
http://www.SantaClaritaCorvetteClub.com/EventsPerformance/Performance.html
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Business Meeting on the 1st Thursday of each Month
Social Hour at 6:00 p.m. Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Mari e Callender 6s
27630 The Old Road (at Magic Mountain)
Valencia

Next Business Meeting: December 1, 2005

Social Gathering on the 3rd Thursday of each Month

Social Hour and dining at 6:30 p.m.
Route 66 Classic Grill
18730Sol edad Canyon Rd (Edwarddés Entertail
Canyon Country
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Last Mlnute Remlnders

LA County SHRenval TofyDigee Dept

We are collecting unwrapped toys for donation to local children, =S
please bring one (or more) to the Holiday Party %I

(or Dec 1 meeting i f you ar eSS
Be some chidl ddés Sant a

Holiday Party Gift Exchange

m Bring a gift to the Party to participate in the gift exchange.
Approximate value $25, wrapped or not.
(Someone suggested that gifts be Cor ve

|l t6s a fun and festive way to
Bring a gift, take a gift home, share a smile!

=~————2*% And speaking of the Holiday Extravaganza é

You need reservations to at
Saturday, December 10 at M
Members attend free, guests are $35 prepaid.

Good seats are still available!!!
Email Sara with your dinner selection.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Si x mont hs, my how time flies when youorfehehavi ng

year with |l otds of awesome plans for next.

Overnighters, Car Shows, and Track Events, etc. Lots of good fun with friends, both old and
new. If there is something you would like to suggest for our club to do, please drop me a note
or bring it up at a club meeting. Being that it is now the holiday season, a special wish from me
to youé

Christmas comes but once a year
Spreading smiles and spreading cheer
When sharing joy, and love, and fun...

Can be felt by everyone.

At this special time my friend
Here are good wishes | now send.

May you and yours be well this year.
May your house be filled with cheer.
May your dreams all come true.

May love you send come back to you.
May life treat you with respect.

May you get more than you expect.
May you have many safe miles.

May you drive your Corvette with smiles.

Merry Christmas!

Until next month, keep your foot on the gas, turn the wheel, and follow the road where ever it
leads you.

Howard Butler
President - Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club

PS. Your feedback is important: Feel free to drop me a personal note with any thoughts or questions regarding the club.
hbutler@diskeeper.com
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Notes from the November 3'® Business Meeting

Minutesof the Octobeth 8Business meeting were read by Secretary Linda Ogden and approved.

TreasureBarrie Bennedtad the financial report and it was filed.

Membershijp Badges were presented to John Rose, Karen Jewett, and Yvonne Ellis. Mark Denton has been granted
Associate membership since he has sold his C6 and will be moving to Spain in May. CberlicaHaenresd

being our newest member. Charlie and his wife Heidi have a yellow 2004 coupe.

50/50 Rafflwinner was won by Bob Seicke in the amount of $114.
Badge 1t o rolislowest@next mahth $naef Larty €otter was not in attendance.

O0Fun RdhécbkEBsedd the Two Tujunga 6Lose Your Lunchoé rour
inked for January 7 including a guided tour of the museum and car collection.

Overnight ActivitieSara reminded everyone to chealelisite for the Annual Holiday Party. Remember to bring an
unwrapped toy for charity and something for the Gift Exchange. Upcoming overnight trips to Palm Springs, February 1
staying at the Howard Johnson Express, and i8an 8imeon Hearst Ca@stle staying at the Silver Surf Motel..

Howars poke about the Si danweessayinvay the SiheemSthte SI&SMdrCMayg, and the
annual Super Bowl Party in Febr uiandpictdal collagehfer M&e el ey 6 s .

Performance Activitid®on Bauer discussed upcoming events and reminded us about the LADIES ONLY event on
November 26 at California Speedway.

Quartermasteand Club Wear coordinator Bill Thomas spoke about the club meestiaaaisbsitefor details.
Publicityi nothing new to report.

Newslettef Moira solicited Member Profile Questionaires and reminded everyone that the editorial staff accepts
contributed stories gladly

Car Talk Loren regaled us with his Ojai dvérniga dvent ur e. I't seems this was hi
guantities of rain on his drive home on Monday. He 1
LJ The Noblebés brand new Velocity Yellow 2006 Z06 arr |
(aka Mac Gyver) told about hisfaaady k i n t he Oj ai Vall ey Resortdés parkir

butwithei trusty | ittle nail clippers he stripped the bro
California Chrome Wheels in Rye Canyon LJ Tal k about

Marie Callendampdatei It seems that construction will take away some parking lot spaces and make others. No closing!

Club President needs to sell Cdrvettéing ZR1 to collectid
Yes, il t6dns s tdBIB €anpglt runyvery well ang
is a great daily drivBriver seat slightly wodeeds slight
driver side molding and rear fascia repair.

RareDark Red Metallgaint (only 325 were painted that ¢
Has new brakes and PowerSlot rotors fronF& rean t 6

Trisha Yamamoto Dec 2 130 Heavy Dut y Hisaewly jebuiltot g
; automatic transmission (5,000 miles ago), new tires BF

Stephanie Marks Dec 8 KDW (2780ZR17 Front /(22R17 Regr))on chrome 9.5

Chuck Negri Dec 14 17 Sawblade wheels all around. Stainless Steal flex brg

Sandy Correll Dec 16 and rear brake bias spriageat for daily driving, canyon

C K cruising, or track daygell maintained wift4,000 miles

Dav.ld Kirk Dec 20 Have bguild sheemwsi,:fjow sticker.

Janie Tonnesson  -Dec 23 Priced to sell at $8,900 OBO.

Chris Doyle ContactHoward Butler (805)-3381 Cell

Tom Coussens Dec 26 » " — = 2

John Noble = v

Jorge Lozano Dec 31

Laurie Woodson




The Great RADAR Debate

B

Seeing that four of us got flagged down by a California Higbffiegriaimaly after leaving the Union
Hotel on a Sunday morning heading for some good twisty roads on our way home, | thought it might be a goo
to touch upon the differences in radar defSadersays Tour, see related story)

Most of us ihd club use a radar detector made by Valentine One and is generally considered the leader
the industry. But like any competitive industry the technology changes over time and those that can stay ahe
the curve enjoy their leadership while theothi@ue to try harder to improve their products. There are several
really good recent comparisons of radar detectors on the internet and | encourage you to read them to form yol
opinion.

http://www.radartest.com/article.asp?articlelD=9090

http://www.radarbusters.com/support/spged&Ebefault.asp
httpAvww.speedzones.com/

The major areas of importance for a top of the line radar detector are the following: 1) Speed of Respc
2) Over the Hill/Beyond line of Sight, 3) Laser Detection, 4) Proximity, 5) POP & Digital Instant On, and 6)
Range Dettion.

In addition, | personally feel it is important to know in which direction the radar beam is coming from so |
make additional judgments as to the threat. | also can say from personal experience that a radar beam comin
the rear can besarious threat. Only the Valentine One unit has directional arrows as well as a separate rear fac
antenna. To me this still makes the Valentine One the top rated radar detector. Additional, it offers a soft
upgrade package at a reasonable kesptgour system up to date with the latest technology.

| could be wrong, but | believe we were stopped by the CHP because of the POP and the Instant On a
of the radar unit in use. There was no prior detection or warning. Four ICwydetves &rave lane highway
with no other cars in sight, the CHP Officer most
his radar unit on until he got closer. He then hit the instant on switch grabbed a readingamdtidnen when to
on mode to track our speed. As soon as we got tt
actually pull us over, but just stopped in the middle of the road. He told the lead car he had us at 76 MPH (s
limtwas55MPH but pl ease watch our speed. Perhaps we
he didndt want to be bothered with the paperwor k,
the nick of time. Imagine the resultemed had radar detectors and two way radios?

All I know is that my Valentine One saved my butt once again and well worth the investment.
Howard Butler

PresidentSanta Clarita Valley Corvette Club

[Editorial Note: Escort Passport, Valentine One, and Beltronics are the most popular and highly rated radar
detectors available, and are represented in the photo above. Do your own homework to make the best choice for
your particular needs and budget. One speeding ticket can easily eclipse the price of this invaluable tool !]


http://www.radartest.com/article.asp?articleID=9090
http://www.radarbusters.com/support/speedlabs-2005/Default.asp
http://www.speedzones.com/

Corvettes In Action
One Tujunga, Two Tujunga, Three Tujgar, It!

Touted as Howardodos favorite annual run, this
acceleration, and braking skills. It is thet fe=tfedrive road for a performance vehicle and 24

enthusiastic Corvette owners. There were the regular cast of characters and some of the newer
me mbers along for the ride, everyone was | ook

On acrisp November morning, after collecting the Waivers, Fred
m\ broke the cars into 3 groups.
\ Need For Speed group, and the Hey This Is Fun group. Following
‘& the usual drivers meeting, we promptly headed iintbitfart 1
@8 Tujunga Canyon. 18 miles of twists and turns. Start to finish, we
did it in 18 minutes. Averaging 60 mph. Nabhailering!

qs A dash across Foothill Blvd into Sunland where Part 2 awaited.
We regrouped and readied ourselves for the thrill ofj&ig Tujun

The day could not have been more p
The weather was beautiful, the road con

were ideal. We cruised through the c*
reaching speeds to keep any adrenaline

happy.

The first grou

managed to keep themselves entertainedirahdvhere the fuelaftit

speed is. The second group arrived at the end of the canyon about 2

‘ minutes after the first group, and the las group was about 2 minutes behind
them. Big Tujunga ends somewhere just a tad north of Acton.

The smiles wererspd across the faces of the drivers and passengers as well. Big Tujunga offers lor
straightaways, tight turns, and passing lanes. The drivers found plenty of opportunity to open the th
and let the ponies gallop. It is easily the bettdrepan oaihd less stressful on the pas3ehgde

Tujunga has some pretty sheer drops and snug corners!

As we gathered at the edge of the road, it was clear that there
were no disappointments in the run at all. And since we had
done it so quickly, w®o ok a casual drive t
was still a half hour away from opening!!! Brunch was darned
tasty, the champagne flowed freely, and the food was bountiful.
Our bellies were full, the hearts were happy, and it was another
successful outirng the Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club.

If you would like to showcase
your "Corvette In Action”,
please send a photo along with
a brief narrative to Jeff at

SCVCC Newsletter@eatrthlink.

net).

Ournext performance

event - SCVC@erformance Driving Clinic on Decethber 17



mailto:SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net
mailto:SCVCC_Newsletter@earthlink.net
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0Si dewayso Win#®ithladwidt!i ng Run

A Corvige bakers dozen plus, we gathered Friday for lunch at the El Torito and received the hefty packets of
|t|nerar|es and maps that Howard had thoughtfully put together for our reading pleasure (or was it homework?)

We had the drivers meeting, mouptedeaded out Hwy 126
through the town of Ojai. Yes, we took the back road again,
how to work the traffic signals a little better this time.

Reconnecting with the 101 we found some of the Veterans D
traffic in Santa Barbaral arrived in Los Alamos for -chextkthe
Historic Union Hotel and Victorian Mdimsibmas the twisio say
the place had seen better days, well, it is historic!! After reqiii
room assignments, we ventured ta
mansion to check out thiguely decorate
theme rooms. | overheard it being re
to as the Haunted Mansion. Rustic.
It could use a little loving care
maintenance attention. But we were
to have fun, no matter what!!!

Dinner in the Hotel dining robaic& of chicken, steak, or salmo
long as it was chicken or steak) lots of chuckles, and then we Were 0
the historic bar where we played mini shuffleboard and Howard played bartender (along with Casey, our
delightful Texas belle who is alsantﬂﬂerﬂanager) Saturday morning we had the breakfast buffet in the

hotel dining room. Then off to visit the wine
Howard had arranged. Finding wineries
willing to host large groups is a challenge,
the wineries of the Santa Yegibrr are smal
boutique operations without the faciliti
Corvette parking and 30 tasters.

Our first stop was the pretty winery Cottonwoo
Canyon, stop number two was Zaca Mesa where Doug gave us the tour of the crushing area, fermenting
tanks, anbarrel rooiinbefore allowing us to imbibe.




Third stop was Firestone (the same people who make the tires), and a lovely setting for our lunch stop.
mm Another educational tour including a trip into the vineyard before the tasting
room adventl

The next stop was 1.2 miles up Foxen Canyon to Fi
tasters by this time, and our tour guide forgot to follow us there. Oh well.

Last stop was the spectacular

setting of Bridleweb Winery.

A missiotike building, with an

equestrian track and lake for

winery club members use,

easily one of the lost beautiful

wineries in the valley.

Then off to dinner at A.J. Spurs, one of the restaurants featured

Academy Award wignmovie, Sideways.

The return to Union Hotel had fewer folks appearing in the ba
was a couples shuffleboard tournament which Howard arra
won) Hmmm, sounds I|ke a Fix!!

Sunday morning we found that almost etiad/taten off by 7 am. The remaining 5 couples dined in the
hotel dining room and we headed for a really, really twisty turny road

Howard | ocated on a map. We wer enod:
what the heck!! So we sped across the valley headihgp mpoc and ¢é
oh hell o officer, 76 huh?, sure web

warning é thank heavens for radar d
Well, it was closed, an apparent victim of last years rains. Too bad.

(Thank you to Lindable, Glenda Fulmer, and Raul Hidalgo for their photographic
contributions, they are greatly appreciated. More photos from this run on Page 15.)
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All in the Family - the Saga of @966 427 Stingray Coupe

by Tom Coussens

Built in June 1966, this 427/82bddst was originally silver with side pipes, transistor ignitien and close

ratio Muncie transmission. My father bought it in 1971 from its second owner for $1900 (gone are those days
forever!). By that time it was already repainted megedién lithestainless headers, American Racing

rims, Hurst shifter, a Holley 1150 CFMpioopé, and a lateo d e | 667 Dbl ock. By the
plagues on the glove box, | think | know why.

Shortly after Phil (my father) bought it, it becameahédireroud and nervous 15%lgdeson Tom

drove on his student permit. At 140 Ib soaking wet, my memory of wrestling that brute with no power steering
or power brakes and that racing clutch with was a mixture of terror, noise and woingeriagewhy oh w

wanted to drive it!

In @ 1975, wupon hearing that the car | oaded up in
thetpower mani fold and Holley carbs in a junk yard
it (restraint almost impossible) it got over 12 mpg running arounbitonphetatyy Even with a .336

rear end, you could launch from a stop in fourth gear with no bucking. But let it out, and the two secondary
carbs kicked in like at6Fon tierburner.

In 1980, Dad had the engine done by a local rebuilder, and then another, less reputable shop dropped it back

in the car, but not before ripping off the lightweight flywulesy, tletaly andfloiw oil pump. The car

never quite workée tsame after that, and benign neglect and lack of maintenance took its toll. By 1986 it

was no longer drivable.

i} ,-—“;3 By Tl T

‘i y *t\ Fast forward to November, 2002. After seeing the Vette sitting
S . N\ forlornly and quietly rotting awa

i (- = visited hirffor 16 years, | just wanted to get it running again, drive it

a bit and then he sell it if he wanted to. It just had to roll again. |

made Dad an offer: pay for the par

drive it to a shop to fix the clutch, staggeregt and low oil

pressure.

)

The task was to rebuild the brakes, replace all the suspension
bushings and steering rod ends, and just get it s
came the entire suspension, front and rearwant poly bushings all around. We found some creative

ways to straighten the rear camber arms (you dono
seal sets and a couple of rotted pistons; new braided steel brake hoses, new. nkalsteircghotks.

Oh yeah, and the steering rods: one look at those cheesy split
glorified hose clamps holding the rod ends made me look for

sizes and shapes continually appeared on my doorstep for months

Long about the time it was ready to roll, Dad walked into the gara
pl eased with the waddkthe clutdh Arel lerig
work too?o0

OKaaayé. Out came the engi n-oring.“p
| rebuilt the Holleys. New LuK Repsetitga®EM clutch (we hadg;
intention of racing). New stariperf-bil pump,-Hb waterymp, hoses
ignition turgp. | even rebuilt the steering box. New starter and w
battery clamp & cables. Goodrich Touring TA tires.
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