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SAVE THE WAVE!!! 
 

 

 

Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 
 

 

Please note that if you received a hard copy this Newsletter, the Club’s records show 

that you do not have e-mail – if you do have e-mail, please advise Fred Seeley at 

fredlseeley@sbcglobal.net and we’ll send the Newsletter electronically!   

 

 
Website: santaclaritacorvetteclub.com 

Regular Meeting at Mulligan’s on the First Wednesday of the Month 
Social Hour at 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting At 7:30 p.m. 

25848 Tournament Rd., Valencia, CA  661-255-3356 
Next meeting: August 4, 2004 

JULY 

 2004 

Newsletter 

mailto:kenneth_austin@baxter.com
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SCVCC Officers 2004/2005 

 
  Telephone e-mail address 

President Fred Seeley 661-250-0125 

Fax 250-1470 
fredlseeley@sbcglobal.net 

Vice- President 

 

Wayne Simon 661-296-1264 

 

lt5power@aol.com 

Secretary 

 

Bill and Judy 

Thomas 

661-295-1216 Wthomas674@aol.com 

Treasurer 

 

Bob Siecke 661-259-0227 bobs5@attbi.com 

Activities 

Chairperson 

 

Howard Butler  

 

661-298-4209 HButler@executive.com 

Membership 

 

Loren Davidson 661-296-3564 ldcrossbow@attbi.com 

Webmaster Debi Clarkson 510-614-6352 debindan@comcast.net 

 

Publicity 

Chairperson 

Linda Ogden 661-255-0600 joelindaogden@aol.com 

Newsletter 

Editor 

Sara Seeley 661-250-0125 sara@saraseeley.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Daniel Hipp’s’s Memorial Service 
 
As you know, we lost fellow club member, and good friend, Daniel Hipp, during open-heart 
surgery on July 14.  His Memorial Service was held at Grace Baptist Church on Saturday, July 31. 
About 20 of Daniel’s many friends in the Club attended the very inspirational service.  Nancy 
Spicer, and many of Daniel’s family members were pleased to know that among Daniel’s many 
friends and extended family, his Corvette Club friends were there. 
 
The post Memorial Service reception was at Daniel’s house.  Daniel’s life long admiration and 
support of Native Americans was clearly evident. Many thanks to Joel and Linda Ogden for 
organizing the food, making sure it all got served, and for cleaning up.   
 
We will miss Daniel’s wonderful smile and positive attitude.  Daniel never forgot his name badge 
at any event and it was quite emotional to see his SCVCC badge displayed along with other 
memorable documents and photos celebrating his life.  Rest in Peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ldcrossbow@attbi.com
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Brunch at Duke’s in Malibu 
 
At last count there were 22 cars taking the scenic route to Duke‟s on July 25

th
.  We met at the McDonald‟s 

parking lot near Lyon Ave. and I5 and left pretty promptly after a driver‟s meeting at 8:30.  We caravaned 
behind Howard over the 5, the 405, and the 101 and all assembled 3 wide shortly after exiting the 
freeway.   
 
Check out the website for many photos of those 22 great looking „Vettes all lines up and ready to head 
down the canyon roads!!! 
 
Dukes people were really great and they managed to get all of us pretty close together for brunch.  The 
decor is “Hawain surfboard”  and the food was very good.  The clouds that were present when we got 
there had burned off and the view was terrific. 
 
The Rolls-Royce club finally showed up and complemented the parking lot already sparkling with ,...... 
well you get the idea.  Several photos will probably make there way onto the website. 
 
The is a big/long caravan over some pretty confusing Malibu hills roads and a few of us did get lost -- in 
spite of Howard having printed out exact directions for every car.  Thus the following article on 
caravanning tips.  We all did make it and everyone had a great time.  Wow, what a Club!!! 
 

*********************** 
 

The Caravan Top 5 
Rules for the Road 

Your Caravan Leaders Care!!! 

5. Have fun, enjoy the ride and be courteous to other drivers, even those not in Corvettes! (Don't forget, 
many people observing the caravan have probably never seen such wonderful looking parade of cars.) 
 
4. Most of the time on the highway, the Caravan Leader will hold a speed within 5-8 mph of the posted 
limit.  We know from prior experience there will be drivers who want to run faster and we‟ve got no 
problem with that, but don‟t hold up the cars behind you.  If you believe the Caravan is moving too fast or 
too slow, exit the main group and run at a speed at which you are comfortable.  With really large caravans 
the Caravan Leaders will not be able to see the rear cars and will rely on being informed by the “Tail-
Gunner” or designated vehicle. 
 
3. Choose some caravan buddies in case of breakdowns; your buddies will stay with you.  Also, don't 
blindly follow the Corvette in front of you - stay on course and keep the main pack of Corvettes in sight.  If 
the group is getting really stretched out, use the radios to inform the Leaders.  FRS or GMRS radios will 
be used for announcements by the Leaders while the caravan is mobile. You are encouraged to listen in 
and participate. The channel will be announced prior to departure. (Having recently purchased a set of 
these for club events, I have found that they are extremely handy and fun to use.) 
 
2. On four-lane highways, i.e. Interstate Highways, stay in the same lane as the Caravan and use the 
other to pass and catch up.  Let other traffic go by and see our beautiful cars. 

 
1. Caravans have a tendency to "rubber band".  Long caravans of cars running close to each other have a 
tendency to change lengths when the Caravan Leader or other caravaners make speed changes. This is 
called "rubber banding". As the caravan speeds up, the distance between cars increases. As the speed 
change migrates rearward, the rate of the increase will also increase. The first car speeds-up. The next 
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speeds-up a little more to catch the first. The third car speeds-up even more to catch the second and so-
on and so-forth.  

The reverse of this is also true and potentially more dangerous: the lead car slows, the next car takes a 
split second to react, then slows more. The third car, uses up distance in reacting then slows even more 
abruptly, and so-on and so-forth. In short order, if people are following too closely, you‟ve got drivers 
testing out their Anti-Lock Braking Systems for the very first time trying to stop. 

The Caravan Leaders are aware of the rubber band phenomena and will usually make speed changes 
slowly. If the Caravan is running tight, drivers in the middle and rear portions of the caravan must be 
acutely aware of this rubber band phenomena and learn to anticipate its affects. 

Because "rubber banding" is a part of normal Caravan movement, it is recommended not to follow 
another caravan car too closely.  Most accidents which occur in caravans are rear-end collisions caused 
by following too closely combined with "rubber-banding".  Also keep in mind that in some of the mountain 
roads there may not be a safe place for a large group of cars to pull over and wait, so please keep a safe 
distance apart, but not so far that you lose sight of the main pack and get left behind as the caravan 
changes directions or roads.  

Every driver should try to be responsible for both the car in front and the car behind enjoyment of the 
caravan, and in turn, should try to make it easy for those drivers to keep track of you!!! 

Let‟s all do our part and have safe and fun caravan runs for everyone. 

Save the wave!!!! 

Howard Butler 
Activities Director 

 
 
 

A New FEATURE........ Getting to know your fellow members 
 
We’re going to try to do 2 or 3 per Newsletter and we’ve 
started with Donna and Howard. 
 
Name: ____Donna Bledsoe___________      Current Corvette: 1989 White C4 named “Pru” 

 

When did first get enthused about Corvettes? Always interested! 

 

Is this your first Corvette?  If not how many have you owned? My first; 2 and a half years 

 

Do you wish you still had your first Corvette? I Do!!! 

 

How long have you been an SCVCC member? 2 years  When did you decide to join and why? 

To share with a common interest group! 

 

Which Club activities do you enjoy the most? Car Talk, trips, and social activities 

 

What are your other hobbies and interests? Old cars and trucks.  (ed. Donna has an early fifties 

pick-up truck she is restoring and has kindly volunteered for our highway clean-up project) 

 

Describe your “Ultimate” Corvette, Color, Horsepower, built in’s........1989 Coupe!! 
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Anything else you’d like to add? Have a great time with the group 

 

******************* 

Name: Howard Butler  

Current Corvette: 1969 427/400HP Tri-Power and a 1993 350 LT-1 

When did you first get enthused about Corvettes? I remember my father taking 

me to a major car show and on display was an experimental Corvette called the 

Astro I. This had to be around 1967 and I was about 6 years old. I remember 

begging my father if we could buy it. That was the beginning, but the little 

Hot Wheels cars carried the imagination forward.  As I got a little older and 

began reading car magazines and read about the famous L88 and ZL-1 packages. 

Even the hot little LT-1 was a screamer, I knew I just had to have one 

someday. Ah, but the reality is that 16 year old kids don’t stand a chance to 

afford a car like that, let alone having the skill and level of responsibility 

to take care with it.  Instead, I settled for a 1969 Pontiac GTO, but 

continued to dream and read all about Corvettes. Therefore, it stands to 

reason why my first Corvette was a 1969 427 “big block” rated at 400 

horsepower.  

Is this your first Corvette? If not, how many have you owned? Yes, this was my 

first Corvette, but I also own a 1993 40th Anniversary Dark Red Metallic. This 

Corvette is my daily driver, but it’s no slouch.  It’s seen a little track 

time with the Dick Guldstrand Racing Association earlier this year when we 

rented out the Willow Springs Raceway for a drivers training day. What a 

blast!!!  What other car can you drive the hell out of it and when done, just 

roll up the windows, flip on the A/C and cruise home in complete comfort with 

your favorite tunes blasting away? 

Do you wish you still had your first Corvette? I still have my first Corvette 

and my oldest son Andrew reminds me often never get rid of it.  I’m sure he’s 

looking forward to the day he gets to drive it. 

How long have you been an SCVCC member? Just under two years.  

When did you decide to join and why? I wanted to join a club who shares the 

same passion as I do about Corvettes. I wanted to share my experiences and 

learn from others.  In addition, wanted to expand our social activities and 

make new friends.  I found this and so much more in just the short time I have 

been with the club. My wife, Linda and I have become quite active and it was 

certainly a driving force for the purchase of our second Corvette. We now can 

both go on events and activities and even bring our two sons Andrew and 

Matthew to many of the activities.  It’s become a major family activity. 

Which Club activities do you enjoy the most? My favorites involve a spirited 

drive through tight twisting canyon roads with a unique place to stop and have 
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lunch, a drink or two and socialize with other Corvette owners. It doesnt get 

much better than that. Over night weekend trips are a lot of fun too. 

What are your other hobbies and interests? I love boating and water skiing, 

target shooting, and hiking. Andrew and I have made it to the summit of Mt. 

Whitney which is the tallest mountain in the contiguous 48 states (14,497 

feet). Linda and I also enjoy wine tasting and dining out. 

Describe your “Ultimate” Corvette, Color, Horsepower, built in’s etc¦ That’s a 

really tough question. Dollar for dollar it’s hard to beat any of the current 

C5 Corvettes. I prefer a coupe with a removable top and I like the rare and 

unusual options. I guess my ultimate Corvette would be a 1993 ( I like having 

the glove box) ZR-1 with the 405 horsepower motor in Bright Aqua color. With a 

6 speed manual trans and lots of torque it’s got the spunk and then some, yet 

all the creature comforts. On the other hand Linda would love to have a 1963 

Split-window coupe with the 370 horsepower fuel injected 327. My plan is to 

someday have a collection of each model generation from a C1 to C6 Corvette. 

Anything else you’d like to add? Yes. Whether you are a new member or a 

seasoned veteran of the club, I urge you to get involved.  It might just 

surprise you how much fun and excitement you will have. Come to the meetings, 

participate in the events, bring something to share with the group at car talk 

, submit a newsletter article, or just ask questions you have about Corvettes 

or the club in general. It’s a wonderful club, which happens to share an 

interest in Corvettes, but it’s the members and the people we meet that make 

it the best. We love you all,  P.S. Save the Wave! 

 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCVCC ACTIVITIES 
 

In addition to the following, don‟t forget our social 
meetings at Route 66 the third Thursday of the month.  
We‟ve been averaging about 25 people and it is a lot of 

fun getting to know each other!  Newer members are 
especially welcome. 

 
SCVCC Activities – (August/ December) 2004 

 
Club Picnic - Aug 7th – We‟re all set for Lake Piru.   There will be a $7.50 per vehicle 
entry fee.   Alcohol is permitted, so BYOB, a fun attitude, and a healthy appetite.  The 
club will provide Hamburgers & Hot Dogs and all the fixins, and members will bring a 
side dish or dessert.  More details to follow. 
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Corvette Super Sport Car Show – Buena Park Aug 21 All year of Corvettes are 
welcomed and judged.  It would be a lot of fun to do down there as a group.  More 
information to follow. 
 
Wine Tasting (Los Olivos, Atascadero, or Templeton)  – Sept ??? Last year we 
stayed at the Union Hotel/Victorian Mansion and all had a great time. 
http://www.unionhotelvictmansion.com/   We can do the same or try a different place.  
More information to follow. 
 
Route 66 Rendezvous – San Bernardino  Sept 16-19, 2004.  Street Cruise, Car 
Show, Poker Run, Open Header Cruise, Burnout Contest, and more.  A wild weekend 
or just a day run with over 2100 classic cars, muscle cars, hot rods, and trucks all in a 
35 block area.  http://www.route-66.org/ 
 
Lane Victory Ship Tour & Cruise  - Aug or Sept, 2004 A day at sea on an actual 
WWII Victory ship.  Sails out to Catalina Island and back with a tour of the Engine 
Room, Radio Room, Wheel House, etc.  A special surprise awaits your return!!! 
 
Classic Auto Gallery in Glendora – Sept ???  Let‟s try this again.  Perhaps the 
weather will corporate better and we can get several cars to go on this run.  Nice place 
to visit for car memorabilia and related items.  Several classic cars are on display.  
http://www.classicautogallery.com/  
 

Oct 1-2 , All Red Corvette Weekend, in Reno, NV.  Bob and Cindy Siecke are going 

and if anyone else is interested there are a number of rooms available at discounted 

prices.  More info to follow. 
 
SCVCC All Chevy Car/Truck & Corvette Show Oct 16th.  This will be at the Valencia 
Power Chevrolet dealership. It will be a charity fundraiser with the proceeds going to 
“The Domestic Violence Center of the Santa Clarita Valley” and “LARC Ranch” – (Los 
Angeles Retarded Citizens‟ Foundation).  We will have a flyer shortly and begin 
promoting this event.  As time gets closer we‟ll be asking for volunteers to assist with 
raffle prize donations and other critical functions.  Don‟t be shy or bashful and plan to 
get involved as we can use your help. 
 
Two Tujunga Canyon Run – Oct. 24 or 31.  After a quick drivers meeting we'll be off 
heading up Sand Canyon over Bear Divide and down Little Tujunga Canyon Road, then 
it's back over the mountains via Big Tujunga Canyon Road, Angeles Forest Hwy.  This 
drive gives you plenty of time turning the wheel, hitting the gas, and pressing the brake 
pedal. 
 
Willow Springs Track Day with Dick Guldstrand – Oct. ???  Meet at Denny‟s off of 
Hwy 14 and Sand Canyon at 5:30am as we need to be at the track by 7:00am. 

 

 
Death Valley-Furnace Creek Inn/Ranch Overnight Run – Nov. 5-7 with a tour of 
Scotty‟s Castle.  http://www.furnacecreekresort.com 
 

http://www.unionhotelvictmansion.com/
http://www.route-66.org/
http://www.classicautogallery.com/
http://www.furnacecreekresort.com/


8 

Fast Cars, Hot Guns, & Cold Beer – Nov 20 or 21. Canyon Driving combined with 
Target & Skeet Shooting, and your favorite beverage afterwards.  
http://www.oaktreegunclub.com/shooting.html 

 

SCVCC Christmas Party Dec 4.  I think we all agree we have out grown Mulligan‟s and 

need a larger facility for our holiday party.   Marie Calendar’s –has a private dining 

room adjacent to the bar.  It will seat up to 90 people and there is room for a portable 

dance floor.  In addition, there is a comedy show provide by JR‟s Comedy Club 

(9:00pm-10:30pm).  Dinner and Show prices are very reasonable at $30 (includes 18% 

gratuity) Salad and dessert is extra, but Howard will try to negotiate and get these 

thrown in.  The only down side is that we may not have a private show unless we 

commit to all 90 seats.  It would be spectacular if we can get the whole club and don‟t 

have to share the show.  

 
****************** 

 

         Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club    
                                                                          Meeting Minutes 

                                                                             July 7, 2004                                                                                   

                                                                                7:30 PM 

 

Meeting called to order by President Fred Seeley at 7:30 PM.   

 

Bill Thomas,  Secretary,  read the June 2,  2004 meeting minutes. 

 

Bob Siecke gave the Treasurer Report.  After expenses there is $3,563.78 in the Club 

account.  (report attached) 

 

Loren Davidson, Membership, made a presentation to new members Linda Noble and 

Rubin Corea.    Mike McClosky rejoined the club.  New members not present:  Dan & 

Debbie Clarkson, Jim West and Jake Bledsoe. 

 

Activities Chairperson, Howard Butler, discussed the Ronald Reagan Library run  (17) cars 

went on that run.  The 4
th

 of July Parade was discussed.  Jim Bancroft presented the Club 

with a trophy for BEST CAR CLUB.  Other events mentioned were:  Big Bear Bash, Casino 

Club Party in Sand Canyon, Social Mixer at Route 66, July 25
th

-brunch in Malibu, Picnic-

August 7
th

 in Lake Piru, viewing of a ship on September 11
th

 or 12
th

, Car Show-October 16
th

 

(4
TH

)  Annual, Christmas Party, October 1
st
 and 2

nd
, Reno Hilton and August 20

th
, 21

st
 

Kernville.  Also discussed was a Club Picture, Barona, Thousand Trails and a Grand 

Canyon trip. 

 

Wayne Simon announced the 50/50 raffle.  Bill Thomas had the winning ticket.                                             

 

The Badge It or Lose It was announced.  John Phillips was not present.                                           

 

Bob Siecki announced, as a reminder, CLUB YEARLY DUES ARE DUE.                                         

    

http://www.oaktreegunclub.com/shooting.html
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Bill Thomas announced the July Birthdays.                                                

 

There was no “ New Business.” 

 

Car Talk:  Joel Ogden’s NEW CORVETTE.                                                                               

 

No further business, meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM. 

 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

Final note:  GM just announced the prices for the new C6.  The base Coupe is actually 

about $300 LESS than the base C5!!  The convertible is about $1,000 more than the C5 

(maybe for the power top??)   

 

SAVE THE WAVE!!! 
 
 

ROUTE 66 ON THURSDAY, June 17 
About 6:30 p.m. 

 


