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Santa Clarita Valley Corvette Club 
 

 

Please note that if you received a hard copy this Newsletter, the Club’s records show 

that you do not have e-mail – if you do have e-mail, please advise Ken Austin at 

kenneth_austin@baxter.com and we’ll send the Newsletter electronically!   

 

 

CHECK THE WEBSITE REGULARLY!! 

Website: santaclaritacorvetteclub.com 

Regular Meeting at Mulligan’s on the First Wednesday of the Month 
Social Hour at 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting At 7:30 p.m. 

25848 Tournament Rd., Valencia, CA  661-255-3356 
Next meeting March 5, 2002 

February  

 2003 

Newsletter 

mailto:kenneth_austin@baxter.com
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SCVCC Officers 2003 

 
  Telephone e-mail address 

President Fred Seeley 661-250-0125 

Fax 250-1470 

seeley_1@msn.com 

 

Vice- President 

and Chairman 

Dennis Booker 661-299-9462 

 

dbooker@socal.rr.com 

Secretary 

 

Marshall Vernon 805-306-1313 horrido@earthlink.net 

Treasurer 

 

Jack Barber 661-255-9081 jackbarber84@cs.com 

Activities 

Committee 

 

Barrie Bennett 

Ron Mongeau 

Jim Bancroft 

 

661-222-2252 

661-294-3956 

661-296-3517 

barriebennett@mediaone.net 

Rvmongeau@juno.com 

jembancroft@cs.com 

Membership 

 

Gene Schmidt 661-255-6951 cyngene@earthlink.net 

Newsletter Ken Austin 661-263-1065 Kenneth_austin@baxter.com 

 

Webmaster Linda Austin 661-263-1065 lindam@ri-net.com 

 

 
 

******************************************** 

From Road and Track March 4, 2003 

The C6 
An inside look at the next Corvette 
By Matt DeLorenzo  • Computer-Enhanced Photos by Radovan Varicak 

 

 

Dave Hill has a job that is both enviable and unenviable. Who wouldn't like 
to be in charge of the Corvette team? The unenviable part is remaking this 
iconic American sports car. Everyone, it seems, has an idea of what the 
next Corvette should or shouldn't be. 

mailto:dbooker@socal.rr.com
mailto:horrido@earthlink.net
mailto:cyngene@earthlink.net
mailto:lindam@ri-net.com
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Hill and company are deep into the creation of the C6, or sixth-generation, 
Corvette. Through informal conversations and our usual sources, we've 
pieced together a picture of what the next Corvette will look like, as well as 
some of its new attributes. 

The design brief for the C6 is to come up with a contemporary shape that is 
instantly recognizable as a Corvette, without having to rely on retro styling 
cues. The most striking element will be the shift to exposed headlamps, 
something not seen on Corvettes since 1962. This change to fixed 
headlamps is to save weight and costs.  

The new Vette will be slightly shorter overall, but have a longer 105.7-in. 
wheelbase, with shorter front and rear overhangs. While the shape is 
anything but retro, the tauter body with the wheels out at the corners does 
recall the 1963–1967 Sting Ray rather than the longer and more flowing 
bodywork of the post-1968 models. While the front sports a new grille 
opening and headlamps, the rear sticks to Corvette tradition with a set of 
twin taillights. 

Aerodynamics is a driving force in the new shape. Chevrolet is keen on 
avoiding gas-guzzler status with the new Corvette, which will also be more 
powerful than the current model — the Gen III LS1 power plant will evolve 
into Gen IV. Although not as extreme as the LS6 engine in the Z06, the new 
powerplant will have output bumped from 345 bhp to over 380. After the 
2004 model year, the 405-bhp Z06 will go on hiatus, but probably reappear 
as an '06 model. 

The attention to aerodynamic detail extends beyond just providing a 
slippery skin for better fuel economy. Much attention has been paid to the 
underbody air management to create down force and eliminate the need for 
a large rear wing or other aero bits that would detract from the clean shape. 

The Corvette will be offered in both coupe and convertible bodies styles 
and possibly have a power-operated soft top for the first time. While the 
rear-mounted 6-speed manual or 4-speed automatic transmissions are 
carried over, everything else will be brand-new, from the hydro formed 
frame rails to the new suspension with a more sophisticated version of the 
magnetic damping system that made its debut on the 2003 50th  

 

 

 

A deft balancing act: Evoke the 
rich tradition of Corvette style 
without resorting to retro 
clichés. Note how subtly the 
fender arches recall the 1963–
1967 Sting Ray's. 
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Anniversary model.  

There has been rampant speculation on the role played by product czar 
Bob Lutz in the development of the car. One scenario has Lutz walking into 
the studio and being told, "This is the new Corvette," to which he 
reportedly responded, "No, it isn't." This urban legend has the car 
undergoing an almost total reskin. Hill downplays such suggestions and 
says the exterior shape is fairly consistent with the early proposals for the 
car. An area where Lutz is having an impact is the interior, which is said to 
be undergoing some redesign and changes in materials. 

Evidently there is time for these changes because the C6 is now scheduled 
for a mid-2004 launch as a 2005 model. Unlike the C4 Corvette, which had 
its launch pushed back into 1983 and bowed as an '84 model (there was no 
'83 Vette), Chevrolet plans to market an '04 C5 model before the 
spring/summer launch of the C6. 

As difficult as it is to satisfy Corvette lovers worldwide with this new 
creation, the Corvette team's larger imperative is pleasing the people who 
control the purse strings at General Motors. That means making the car 
profitable over the long haul, which thereby ensures that the Corvette will 
never go away. The proof that it's all about business when it comes to 
survival can be found in the coming demise of the Oldsmobile division, and 
the Chevrolet Camaro and Pontiac Firebird models. 

As a result, the design of the car's underpinnings is being driven as much 
by economics as by the desire to build a world-class sports car. This could 
be dangerous territory for a company that in the 1980s defined everything 
wrong about badge engineering when it slapped different nameplates on 
basically the same car. 

However, there are two factors working against this scenario. The first is 
that the Cadillac XLR luxury roadster will be on the market a year before 
the Corvette and is based on C6 architecture and not vice versa. Originally 
conceived as the metal-bodied Evoq show car on its own unique platform, 
the only way to make a business case for the car was to use an existing 
program. As a result, the XLR will have its own plastic bodywork on the C6 
backbone. 

Second, the differences in design, drive train and the electronically tunable 
suspension will ensure that both cars will have distinct personalities. The 
Corvette will still be pushrod V-8-powered with a choice of a manual or an 
automatic transmission, while the Cadillac will use the overhead-cam 
Northstar V-8 and come only with an automatic. The Cadillac features a 
retractable hardtop, while the Corvette roadster will stick with a soft top. 
The basic suspension pickup points will be shared by both cars, but the 
use of the new damping system (its shocks have a fluid that stiffens in an 
electromagnetic field) will provide different ride and handling 
characteristics. 
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The big savings for GM will be that the basic unseen "black metal" 
structure for both cars will be the same. 

While the Corvette is profitable and selling in record volumes (over 35,000 
were sold last year), the Cadillac luxury roadster allows GM to have a 
second niche vehicle in a segment where it hasn't competed since the 
Allanté (which, incidentally, was Dave Hill's last assignment before moving 
over to Corvette). This not only allows a lower-cost way to get into the 
luxury roadster market, but also means better utilization of the Bowling 
Green Facility. 

The sixth-generation Corvette represents a turning point of sorts. No 
longer is the car an exclusive 2-seat flagship of Chevrolet and GM, but by 
no means will it be the last. 

         
******************************************** 

From Newsletter Vintage Corvettes of Southern 
California 
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2003 
 

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY CORVETTE CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 

March 21-

23
rd

. 

Gamblers Classic Laughlin, Nevada. Stay at the River Palms 

Casino/hotel.  Find out the details and registration on the Corvettes of 

Bakersfield web site.  (http://www.corvettesofbakersfield.com) 

  

May 2-4. 16
th

 annual Route 66 Run Applications are being taken. 

 

  

May 16-

18
th

. 

Kernville Run, details to come. 

  

Aug 24
th

.  August 24, Sunday, Kenny Grove Park for club’s annual picnic was 

firmed up. 

  

  

 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Meeting  
February 5, 2002 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

7:30 P.M. 
 

2. READING OF THE MINUTES 
 

3.     TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 Treasurer’s Report for January 5, 2002: 
Please See Jack Barber for information. 

 

4. MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Fred introduced Lee as a perspective member.  
 

5. ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

 Club Valentine Run to Solvang was firmed up for the 
weekend of the 15/16 February. 

 

 March Gambler’s Run was reiterated for Laughlin, 
Nevada, March 21/23. 
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 Club annual run to Kernville was firmed up for 16/18 May. 
 

 16th annual Route 66 Run was discussed for 2/4 May. 
Applications were being taken. 

 

 50th Corvette Anniversary for June in Bowling Green was 
discussed. 

 

 July open. Suggestions were solicited. Possible parade 
in Santa Clarita for July 4th. Fred took poll, large interest. 

 

 August 24, Sunday, Kenny Grove Park for club’s annual 
picnic was firmed up. 

 

 September is open. 
 

 October is open. Possible club car show. 
 

 November is open. 
 

 

 December 6th is Christmas party at Mulligan’s. 
Negotiations with restaurant management are being 
done. 

 

 Fred discussed Solvang (Valentine run). Meet at Granary 
Square on the 15th of February at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 Howard discussed a possible Trivia run in April. 
 

 
6. 50/50 RAFFLE 

 Bob Siecke won $50.00 
 
7. BADGE IT OR LOSE IT 

 Daniel’s name was drawn, but was not present.  Pot rolled over to 
$30.00 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
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 None 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
       

10. CAR TALK 
 Barrie discussed GULDSTRAND MOTOR SPORTS 

 Fred discussed hydro-lock and problems that he had w/his C5. 

 Howard discussed SUPERIOR AUTOMOTIVE. 
 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 8:05 p.m. 
 

Club Secretary 
Marshall Vernon 


